INDUSTRIALIZATION AND SOCIAL CHANGE

SECONDARY SOURCES

The Making of
Economic Society:
England, the First
to Industrialize

Robert L. Heilbroner

Although it is clear that industrialization occurved first in England, it is not apparent why this
should be so. During the eighteenth century France was prosperous and economically advanced.
Other countries such as Belgium and the Netherlands possessed certain economic advantages
over Englond and might have industrialized earlier but did not. In the following selection Roberi
Heilbroner, an economist and economic historian, addresses the question of why England was
first and poings out the differences botween England and most other European nations in the
gighteenth century.

Consider: Why Heilbroner stresses the vole of the “New Men” over the other factors
_ he lists; any disadvaniages England had to overcome; whether it wus simply the

circumstances that gave rise to the “New Men” or whether it was the “New Men” who

took advantage of the circumstances when most men in most other nations would

not have.

Why did the Industrial Revolution originally take place in England and not on the conti-
nent? To answer the question we must look at the background factors which distin-
guished England from most other European nations in the eighteenth century.

The first of these factors was simply that England was relatively wealthy. In fact, a
century of successful exploration, slave-trading, piracy, war, and commerce had made her
the richest nation in the world. Even more important, her riches had accrued not merely
to a few nobles, but to a large upper-middle stratum of commercial bourgeoisie. England
was thus one of the first nations to develop, albeit on a small scale, a prime requisite of
an industrial economy: a “mass” consumer market. As a result, a rising pressure of de-
mand inspired a search for new techniques.

Source: Robert L. Heilbroner, The Making of Economic Soviety. Reprinted by permission of Prentice-Hall,
Inc. {Englewood Cliffs, N.J., 1980), pp. 76-77, 80-81.
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