
 

MONGOL DBQ 

The following question is based on the accompanying documents (1-10). The documents have been edited for the 
purpose of this exercise. 
 
Be sure your essay accomplishes each of the following: 
* provides a complete answer to all parts of the question 
* has a relevant thesis that is supported by evidence from the documents 
* uses all of the documents 
* analyzes the documents by grouping them in as many appropriate ways as possible and does not simply 
summarize the documents individually 
* takes into account both the source of the document and the author's point of view where appropriate 
* refers to at least one other document that is not included which could help further understanding of the issue 
 
You may refer to relevant historical information not mentioned in the document. 
 
Based on the following documents, analyze the impact of the Mongols on Eurasia.  What 
additional kind of document(s) would you need to evaluate the extent of Mongol 
interactions on political, economic and social developments across the Eurasian steppe? 
 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND:  As early as the second millennium B.C.E., central Asian 
nomads threatened states from China to the Mediterranean basin, and from classical times they 
traded regularly with settled societies for agricultural surpluses and manufactured goods.  During 
the half millennium from 1000 to 1500 C.E., these nomads played a more prominent role than 
ever before in the affairs of Eurasia.  The Mongols especially demonstrated the potential of 
nomads to project formidable military power over settled societies and facilitate trans-regional 
interaction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Document 1 
 
Letter sent to fellow Franciscans who were working as missionaries in the Black Sea area by 
Friar John, 1307, forwarded to Rome 

 
 

“I, Friar John of Monte Corvino departed from Tauris in the year of our Lord, 1291…..found my way 
to Cathay (China), the realm of the emperor of the Tartars (Mongols) who is called the grand Khan. To 
him I presented the letter of our lord the pope and invited him to adopt the Catholic faith of our Lord 
Jesus Christ….but he had grown too old in idolatry; however, he bestows many kindnesses upon the 
Christians….I request some good fellow-workers to help me..” 



 

Document 2 
 

 

 
 

Document 3 
 

 

 
 
 
 

  "In the whole world there are to be found no more obedient subjects than the Tartars 
[Mongols] …. They pay their lords more respect than any other people, and would hardly dare lie to 
them…. dispute hardly ever leads to blows…. and  there are no large-scale thieves or robbers among 
the…. 

…. they regard each other almost as members of one family, and, although they do not have a 
lot of food, they like to share it with one another….No one holds his fellow in contempt, but each 
helps and supports the other to the limit of his abilities.    

They are extremely arrogant toward other people and look down on all others with disdain. In 
fact, they regard them, both noble and humble people alike, as little better than nothing…. they are the 
greatest liars in the world in dealing with other people…. 

They are messy in their eating and drinking and in their whole way of life….At the same time 
they are mean and greedy, and if they want something, they will not stop begging and asking for it, 
until they have got it. They cling fiercely to what they have, and in making gifts they are extremely 
miserly. They have no conscience about killing other people." 

 
- Giovanni de Piano Carpini, Franciscan envoy to the "Great Khan" from Pope Innocent IV ca. 1246 

 

"The people of Tabriz live by trade and industry; for cloth of gold and silk is woven 
here in great quantity and of great value. The city is so favorably situated that it is a market  
for merchandise from India and Baghdad, from Mosul and Hormuz, and from many other  
places; and many  Latin merchants come here to buy merchandise imported from foreign 
lands…. It is a city where good profits are made by traveling merchants. The inhabitants are a 
mixed lot and good for very little…. 
 Among the people of these kingdoms there are many who are brutal and bloodthirsty. 
They are for ever slaughtering one another; and, were it not for fear of the government, that is, 
Tartar lordship…they would do great mischief to travelling merchants. The government 
imposes severe penalties upon them…" 
 
 - Marco Polo, reporting on his travels through Persia, as recorded by Rusticiano, The Travels 
of Marco Polo, ca. 1300 



 

Document 4 
 

 

 
Document 5 

 

  

 "Having taken counsel for making peace with us, You Pope and all Christians have 
sent an envoy to us….The contents of your letters stated that we ought to be baptized and 
become Christians. To this we answer briefly that we do not understand why we should do 
this….you wonder at so great a slaughter of men, especially of Christians and in particular 
Poles, Moravians, and Hungarians, we reply…. 
 "Because they did not obey the word of God and the command of Chingis Chan and 
the Chan, but took council to slay our envoys, therefore God ordered us to destroy them and 
gave them up into our hands. For otherwise if God had not done this, what could man do to 
man? ….But we worshipping God have destroyed the whole earth from the East to the West 
in the power of God….Therefore if you accept peace and are willing to surrender your 
fortresses to us, You Pope and Christian princes, in no way delay coming to me to conclude 
peace….But if you should not believe our letters ….nor hearken to our counsel then we shall 
know for certain that you wish to have war. After that we do not know what will happen: God 
alone knows. 
 
- letter from Guyuk Khan, third grandson of Chinggis Khan, to Pope Innocent IV, ca. 1247 

"For some years I continued averse from mentioning this event, deeming it so horrible that I 
shrank from recording it and ever withdrawing one foot as I advanced the other. To whom, indeed, can 
it be easy to write the announcement of the death-blow of Islam and the Muslims…. 

"For even Antichrist will spare such as follow him, though he destroy those who oppose him, 
but these Tatars spared none, slaying women and men and children, ripping open pregnant women and 
killing unborn babes….these Tatars conquered most of the habitable globe, and the best, the most 
flourishing and most populous part thereof, and that whereof the inhabitants were the most advanced 
in character and conduct, in about a year; nor did any country escape their devastations which did not 
fearfully expect them and dread their arrival.,,, 

"It is now time for us to describe how they first burst forth into the lands. Stories have been 
related to me, which the hearer can scarcely credit, as to the terror of the Tatars, which God Almighty 
cast into men's hearts; so that it is said that a single one of them would enter a village or a quarter 
wherein were many people, and would continue to slay them one after another, none daring to stretch 
forth his hand against this horseman. And I have heard that one of them took a man captive, but had 
not with him any weapon wherewith to kill him; and he said to his prisoner, "Lay your head on the 
ground and do not move," and he did so, and the Tatar went and fetched his sword and slew him 
therewith. Another man related to me as follows: "I was going," said he, "with seventeen others along 
a road, and there met us a Tatar horseman, and bade us bind one another's arms. My companions 
began to do as he bade them, but I said to them, "He is but one man; wherefore, then, should we not 
kill him and flee?' They replied, 'We are afraid.'  

 
- Ibn al-Atir, 1220-1221, Muslim historian  
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