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Your Majesty is hereby requested ro issue a strict
order to all the governors-general and governors
to think carefully abour them and to devise ways
for their cure. As for the first ill or the increas-
ingly higher price of silver, we should find rem-

edies in terms of stabilizing the existing price.
Your humble servant is at present drafting a pro-
posal aimed at che attainment of cthis goal, which,
when completed, will be presenced to Your Maj-
esty for reference purposes.

A Revolutionary Formula for China's Revival
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81 v Sun Yai-sen,
THE THREE PEOPLE’S PRINCIPLES AND
THE FUTURE OF THE CHINESE PEOPLE

By 1900 the prognosis for the Manchu regime had deteriorated from poor to
critical. It had survived massive peasant revolts; military defeats at the hands of
the British, French, and Japanese; and a series of humiliating treaties that made a
mockery of China’s self-image as the world’s greatest power. But the Manchu
government was doing little more than surviving. In 1898 a desperate attempr to
revamp government, encourage education, promote agriculture and commerce,
and strengthen the armed forces resulted in a flurry of decrees from Emperor
Guangxu during the period known as the One Hundred Days’ Reforms. The
emperor’s efforts, however, were scuttled by court reactionaries led by the Em-
press Dowager Cixi. Cixi then lent her support to the antiforeign secret societies
known as the Boxers, who in 1899 and 1900 converged on Beijing intent on kill-
ing or driving away the foreigners. The Boxer Rebellion was suppressed by a
multinational force, and China was forced to accept another humiliating treaty
— one that included an indemanity of $333,990,000. Support for the government
virtually disappeared, and many intellectuals, students, generals, secret society
members, and Chinese living abroad began plotting the downfall of the Qing.

‘The leading revolutionary was Sun Yat-sen (1866--1925), a man far different
from previous Chinese reformers. Born to a poor rural family from the Guangzhou
region, Sun was educated in Hawaiian and Chinese missionary schools and de-
veloped a world view more Western than Confucian. Galled by his nation’s mili-
tary impotence and Qing ineptitude, in 1894 he founded the secret Revive China
Society, which in 1895 sought to overthrow the Guangzhou provincial govern-
ment. The plot was uncovered, and Sun was forced into exile. After sixteen years
of traveling, planning, writing, and organizing, his hopes were realized when the
revolution that ended the Qing Era broke out in 1911,

On his return to China from the United States (he read about the revolution in
a Denver newspaper while en route 1o Kansas City), he was elecred provisional
president of the United Provinces of China on December 30, 1911. Sun’s moment
of glory was short-lived. Without an armed force or an organized political party
to baclk him up, Sun resigned as president in 1912 in‘favor of the military strong
man Yuan Shikai, who one year later sent Sun into exile as pare of his plan to
establish a dictatorship. Sun returned to Guangzhou in 1917 and attempted to
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establish a parliamentary government, but by then China had descended into the
chaos of local warlord rule. When Sun died in 1925 the prospects of national
unity and orderly government for China still seemed dim.

1n the following selection Sun presents an early formulation of his “three people’s
principles,” which served as the ideology of the United League, an organization
he founded in 1905 in Tokyo that combined secret societies from China, overseas
Chinese groups, and Chinese students in Japan. When the United League joined
with several other groups to form the Guomindang, or Nationalist, party in 1912,
Sun’s three principles provided the platform for the new party. Sun presented
the following analysis of his three principles in a speech to the United League in
Tokyo in 1906 to help celebrate the first anniversary of the League’s publication,
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Min Pao (The People’s Jonrnal).

QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS

1. What is meant by Sun’s principle of nationalism? Against whom are his

narionalist sentiments direcred?

2. What does he mean by the principle of democracy, and why does he feel it

so important to the future of China?

3. What, according to Sun, have been the good and bad effects of what he
calls the advances of civilization? Why have the benefits of these advances

been so poorly distributed?

4. Briefly describe Sun’s “land valuation procedure” and its relarion ro the
_principle of livelihood. What are its strengths and flaws?
5. What is Sun’s actitude toward the West? How and in what ways will the
firture government and society of China be superior to those of the West?
6. To what extent are Sun’s ideas inspired by Western ideologies and to what
extent do they draw on tradirional Chinese thought and practice?

A person always recognizes his parents and never
confuses them with strangers. Nationalism is
analogous to chis. It has to do wich human na-
ture and applies to everyone. Today, more than
260 years have passed since the Manchus entered
China proper, yet even as children we Han' would
certainly not mistake chem for fellow Han. This
is the root of nationalism. On the other hand,
we should recognize chat nationalism does not
mean discriminating against people of different

'Har in the Chinese language means the Chinese people.
Essentially it applies to those who speak the Chinese lan-
guage and shate a common Chinese culture and history.

nationality. It simply means not allowing such
people to seize our political power, for oaly when
we Han are in control politically do we have a
nation. . . .

Let us pause to consider for a mement: Where
is the nation? Where is the political power? Ac-
tually, we are already a people withoue a nation!
The popularion of the globe is only one billion,
several hundred million; we Han, being 400
million, comprise one-fourth of that population.




338  The World in the Age of Western Dominance

Our narion is the most populous, most ancient,
and most civilized in the world, yet today we are
a lost nation. Isn’t chat enormously bizarre? The
African nation of che Transvaal has a population
of only 200,000, yet when Britain tried ro de-
stroy it, the fighting lasted three years.? The
Philippines have a population of only several
million, but when America tried to subdue it,
hostilities persiseed for several years.” Is it pos-
sible that the Han will gladly be a lost nation?

We Han are now swiftly being caught up ina
tidal wave of nationalist revelucion, yer the
Manchus continue to discriminate against che
Han. They boast that cheir forefathers conquered
the Han because of cheir superior unity and mili-
tary strength and that ehey intend to recain these
qualities so as to dominate the Han forever. . . .
Cereainly, once we Han unite, our power will be
thousands of times greater than theirs, and the
suceess of the nationalise revolution will be as-
sured.

As for the Principle of Democracy, it is the
foundation of the political revolution. In che fu-
tare, to be sure, the vicious politics of roday will
be swept away after the nationalist revolurion
triumphs, but ir will also be necessary to eradi-
cate the roots of such politics. For several thou-
sand years China has been a monarchical
autocracy, a type of political system intolerable
to those living in freedom and equality. A na-
tionalist revolution is not itself sufficient to get
rid of such a system. Think for 2 moment: When
the founder of the Ming dynasty expelled che
Mongols and restored Chinese rule, the nacion-
alist revolurtion eriumphed, buc his political sys-
tem was only too similar to those of the Han,
Tang, and Song dynasties.! Consequently, after

>

*The reference is to the South African War, aiso known as
the Boer War (1899-1902), fought between Great Britain
and Transvaal and the Orange Free State, the rwo Afrikaner,
of Boer, states in south Africa. [c resulted from enleural
friccion and political conflict becween the Bricish settlers
and administrators in the region and the Ducch sectlers of
the two states.

another three hundred %mmmmu foreigners again
began to invade China. This is the resule of the
inadequacy of the political system, so that a po-
litical revolution is an absolure necessity. . . . The
aim of the political revolution is to create a con-
stirutional, democratic political system. In the
context of the current political situatign in China,
a revolution would be necessary even if the mon-
arch were a Han. . ..

Yy v

Now, let me begin by discussing the origins of
the Principle of the People’s Livelikood, a prin-
ciple that began ro flourish only in the latter part
of the nineteenth century. Before that it did not
flourish because civilization was nort as highly
developed. . . . As civilization advanced, people
relied less on physical labor and more on natural
forces, since elecericity and steam could accom-
plish things a thousand times faster than human
physical strength. For example, in antiquity a
single man tilling the land could harvest at best
enough grain to feed a few people, notwithsrand-
ing his toil and trouble. Now, however, as a re-
sult of the development of scientific agriculrure,
one man can grow more than enough to feed a
thousand people because he can use machinery
instead of his limbs, with & consequent increase
in efficiency. . . .

Once we adopt this method, the more civili-
zation advances, the greater the wealth of the
nation, and then we can be sure our financial
problems will not become difficult to handle,
After the excessive taxes of the present have been
abolished, the price of consumer goods will
gradually fall and the people will become increas-
ingly prosperous. We will forever abolish the

*Between 1899 and 1901 Filipinos under the leadership of
Emilio Aguinalado fought against cheir new colonial mas-
rer, the United States, after the Uniced Staces took over the
Philippines from Spain at the conctusion of the Spanish-
American War.

“The Han (202 B.C.E.~220 C.5.), Tang (618906 C.E.), and
Song (9601279 c.2.) were dynastic periods in Chinese liis-
tory.
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vicious taxarion policies thar have prevailed for
several thousand years. Even Eurcpe, America,
and Japan, although rich and powerful, impose
taxes and rents chat are too heavy on their people.
After China’s social revolution is accomplished,

private individuals will never again have to pay.

taxes. The collection of fand revenues alone will
make China the richest nation on earch.

In shorr, the objective of our revolution is to
promote the well-being of our people as a whole.
Because we are unwilling to let a small number
of Manchus enjoy all the privileges, we want a
nationalistic revolution. Because we do not want
one man, the monatrch, to enjoy all the privi-
leges, we want a political revolution. And be-
cause we do not want a small number of rich
people to enjoy all the privileges, we want a so-
cial revolution. Anything short of these chree
revolutions will not fulfill our original aims.
When they have been accomplished, cur nation
of China will be a most perfect nation.

ryrw

Obviously, . . . it is necessary to give consider-
able atrention to what the constitution of the
Republic of China should be. ... The British
constiturion embodies the so-called separation
of powers into executive, legislative, and judi-
ciel, all mutually independent. . . . The French-
man Montesquietu later embraced the British
system and melded ie wich his own ideals to cre-
ate his own school of thought. The American
constitution was based on Montesquietu’s theo-
ries bue went further in cleasly demarcating the
separation of powers. . . . As to the fucure con-
stitution of the Republic of China, I propose that
we introduce a new principle, that of the “five
separate powers.”

Under this system, there will be two other
powers in addition to the three powers just dis-
cussed. One is the examination powes. . . . Ameri-
can officials are either elected or appointed.
Formerly there were no civil service examina-
tions, which led to serious shortcomings with
respect to both elected and appointed officials.
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With respect to elections, those endowed with
eloquence ingratiated themselves with the pub-
lic and won elections, while those who had learn-
ing and ideals but iacked eloquence were ignored.
Consequently, members of America’s House of
Representatives have often been foolish and ig-
norant people who have made its history quite
ridiculous. As for appointees, they all come and
go with the president. The Democratic and Re-
publican patries have consistently taken turns
holding power, and whenever a president is re-
placed, cabinet members and other officials, com-
prising no fewer than 60,000-70,000 people,
including the postmaster general, are also re-
placed. As a result, the corruption and laxity of
American politics are unparalleled among che
nations of the world. This would seem to be en-
tirely due to che inadequacy of its civil service
examinacions. . . . Therefore, the future consti-
tution of rhe Republic of China must provide
for an independent branch expressly responsible
for civil service examinations. Furchermore, all
officials, however high their rank, must undergo
examinacions in order to determine their quali-
fications. Whether elected or appointed, officials
must pass those examinations before assuming
office. This procedure will eliminate such evils
as blind obedience, elecroral abuses, and favor-
itism. . . .

In view of this, everyone in Europe and
America should be living in a state of plenty and
happiness undreamed of in antiquity. If we ook
around, however, we see that conditions in rhose
councties are precisely the opposite. Statistically,
Britain’s wealth has increased more than several
thousandfold over the previous generation, yet
poverty of the people has also increased several
thousandfold over the previous generation. More-
over, the rich are extremely few, and the poor
extremely numerous. This is because the power
of human labor is no match for the power of capi-
tal. In anriguity, agriculture and industry de-
pended completely on human labor; but now,
with the development of natural forces that hu-
man labor cannot match, agriculture and indus-
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try have fallen completely into the hands of capi-
talists. The greater the amount of capital, che
more abundant the resources that can be utilized.
Unable to compete, the poor have naturally been
reduced to destitution. . . .

Indeed, this constitutes a lesson for China. . . .
Civilization yields both good and bad fruits, and
we should embrace the good and reject the bad.
In the countries of Europe and America, the rich
monopolize the good fruits of civilization, while
the poor suffer from its evil fruits. . . . Our cur-
rent revolution will create a nation chat not only
belongs to the citizenry bur is socially respon-
sible. Certainly, there will be nothing compa-
rable vo it in Europe or America.

Why have Europe and America failed to solve
their social problems? Because they-have not
solved their land problem. Generally speaking,
wherever civilization is advanced, the price of
land increases wich each passing day. . . . In China
capiralists have not yet emerged, so that for sev-
eral thousand years there has been no increase in
land prices. . . . After the revolution, however,
conditions in China will be different. For ex-
ample, land prices in Hong Kong and Shanghai
are currencly as much as several hundred times
higher than those in the interior. This increment
is the result of the advance of civilizacion and
the development of communications. It is inevi-
table thar, as the entire nation advances, land
prices everywhere will rise accordingly. . . . Fifty
years ago, land along the banks of the Huang-
p’u River in Shanghai was worth up to a million
dollars a meen.” This is evidence of the clearest
sort, from which we can see that in the furture
the rich will get richer every day, and the poor,
poorer. In anocher ten years, social problems
will become even more pressing. ... Con-

A mon equals 1.5 acres,

sequently, we must come up with a solution
now. . . .

With respect to a solutien, although the so-
cialists have different opinions, the procedure I
meost favor is land valuation. For example, if a
landlord has land worth 1,000 dollars, its price
can be set at 1,000 or even 2,000 dollacs. Per-
haps in the future, after communications have
been developed, the value of his land will rise to
10,000 dollars; the owner should receive 2,000,
which entails a profit and no loss, and che 8,000
increment will go to the state. Such an arrange-
ment will greatly benefit both the state and the
people’s livelihood. Naturally, ic will also elimi-
nate the shortcomings that have permitted a few
rich people to monopolize wealth, This is the
simplest, most convenient, and most feasible
method. . ..

The other power is the supervisory power, re-
sponsible for monitoring matters involving im-
peachment. For reasons that should be evident
to all, such a branch is indispensable to any na~
tiorn. The future constitucion of the Republic of
China must provide for an independent branch.
Since ancient rimes, China had a supervisory or-
ganization, the Censorare,’ to monitor the tra-
ditional social order. Inasmuch as it was merely
a servant of the monarchy, however, it was
ineffectual. . . .

With this added co the four powers already
discussed, there will be five separate powers. That
constitution will form che basis of cthe sound
government of a nacion that belongs to ies own
race, to0 its own citizens, and to its own society.
This will be the greatest good foreune for our
400 million Han people. I presume that you
gentlemen are willing to undertake and complete
this task. It is my grearest hope.

#The Censorate, or Board of Censars, was a unique feature
of Ming and Qing governmenc. Members of the board re-
viewed the conduct of officials, bozh in the provinces and
in Beijing, and reported to the emperor when they discov-

ered dereliction of duty. They were considered the “eyes
and ears” of the emperors.
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