AIM: CHILD LABOR IN THE INDUSTRIAL WMA,\OHQ.EQZ" What were working
conditions like for children in the mifls and factories? |

DOCUMENT 1 i

(2) Elizabeth Bentley, interviewed by Michael Sadier's Parliamentary
Committee on 4th June, 1832,

. | worked from five in the morning {ill nine at night. { lived two miles from the mill. We
had no clock. If | had been too iate at the mill, | would have been quartered. | mean
that if | had been a quarter of an hour too {ate, a half an hour would have been taken

off. 1 only got a penny an hour, and they would have taken a halfpenny.

(3) Frank Forrest, Chapfers in the Life of a Dundee Facitory Boy (1850)

in reality there were no regular hours, masters and managers did with us as they
liked. The clocks in the factories were ofien put forward in the morning and back
at night. Though this was known amongst the hands, we were afraid to speak,
and a workman then was afraid to carry a watch.

{4) James Patterson, interviewed by Michael Sadler's Parliamentary
Commitiee, 30th June, 1832.

{ worked at Mr. Braid's Mili at Duntruin. We worked as long as we could see. |
couid nof say at what hour we stopped. There was no clock in the mill. There was
nobody but the master and the master's son had a watch and so we did not know
the time. The operatives were not permitied to have a watch. There was one man

who had a waich but it was taken from him because he told the men the time.

Unguarded machinery was a major problem for children working in factories. One hospital
reported that every year it treated nearly a thousand people for wounds and mutilations caused
by machines in factories. A report commissioned by the House of Commons in 1832 said that:
"there are factories, no means few in number, nor confined to the smaller mills, in which serious
accidents are continually occurring, and in which, notwithstanding, dangerous parts of the
machinery are allowed to remain unfenced.”

The report added that he workers were ofien "abandoned from the moment that an accident
occurs; their wages are stopped, no medical attendance is provided, and whatever the extent of
the injury, no compensation is afforded.”

In 1842 a German visitor noted that he had seen so many people in the sireets of Manchester
without arms and legs that it was like “living in the midst of the army just retumed from a

campaign.”

DOCUMENT 2

{7} Edward Baines, The Histfory of the Cotiton Manufacture {1835)

it is alleged that the children who [abour in factories are often cruelly beaten by the spinners or
overtookers that their feeble limbs become distorted by continual standing and stooping, and they
grow up cripples. That they are compelled to work thirteen, fourteen or fifteen hours per day.
Views such as these have been repaatedly given of factory iabour which have persuaded many
to think they must be true. But this is the exception not the rule.



DOCUMENT 3

(2) John Brown, 4 Memoir of Robert Blincoe {1828)

A giri named Mary Richards, who was thought remarkably handsome when she left the
workhouse, and, who was not quite ten years of age, attended a drawing frame, below which, and
about a foot from the floor, was a horizontal shaft, by which the frames above were turned, it
happened one evening, when her apron was caught by the shatt. In an instant the poor girt was
drawn by an irresistible force and dashed on the floor. She uttered the most heart-rending
shrieks! Blincee ran towards her, an agonized and helpless beholder of a scene of horror. He saw
her whirled round and round with the shaft - he heard the bones of her arms, legs, thighs, eic.
successively snap asunder, crushed, seemingly, 1o atoms, as the machinery whirled her round,
and drew tighter and tighter her body within the works, her blood was scattered over the frame
and streamed upon the floor, her head appeared dashed to pisces - at last, her mangled body
was jammed in so fast, between the shafts and the floor, that the water being low and the wheels
off the gear, it stopped the main shaft. When she was extricated, every bone was found broken -
her head dreadfully crushed. She was carried off quite lifefess.

DOCUMENT 4

{1) John Birley was interviewed by The Ashion Chronicle on 15th May, 1849,

Our regular time was from five in the morning till nine or ten at night; and on Saturday, til!
eleven, and often twelve o'clock at night, and then we were sent to clean the machinery on
the Sunday. No time was allowed for breakfast and no sitting for dinner and no time for
tea. We went to the mill at five o'clock and worked till about eight or nine when they
brought us our breakfast, which consisted of water-porridge, with oatcake in it and onians
to flavour it. Dinner consisted of Derbyshire oatcakes cut intoe four pieces, and ranged into
two stacks. One was buttered and the other treacled. By the side of the oatcake were
cans of milk. We drank the milk and with the oatcake in our hand, we went back to work

without siting down.

DOCUMENT 5

{3) Sarah Carpenter was interviewed by The Ashion Chronicle on 23rd
June, 1349,

Our common food was oaicake. It was thick and coarse. This oateake was put into cans.
Boiled milk and water was poured into it. This was our breakfast and supper. Our dinner
was potato pie with boiled bacon it, a bit here and a bit there, so thick with fat we could
scarce eat it, though we were hungry enough to eat anything. Tea we never saw, nor
butter. We had cheese and brown bread once a year. We were only allowed three meals a
day though we got up at five in the morning and worked tfll nine at night.

DOCUMENT 6

{8) Samuel Fielden, Autobiography of Samuel Fielden (1887)

Todmerden lies in a beautiful valley, and on the hillsides are small farms; back about a mile are
the moortands, which could be made into fine farms, as the topography of the moors is more level
generally than the enclosed land. There are numerous large mills in the town, Fielden Brothers

being the largest; it contains about 2,000 looms.

Children who worked long hours in the textile mills became. sery tired and found it difficult to
maintain the speed required by the overfookers, Chiidren were usually hit with a strap to make

them work faster. In some factories children were dipped head first into the water cister if they

became drowsy. Children were also punished for arriving fate for work and for talking to the other

children. Parish apprentices who ran away frorn the factory was in danger of being sent to prison,

Children who were considered potential runaways were placed in irons. i



Moedern History Sourcebook:
Women Miners in the English Coal Pits

From Great Britain, Parllamentary Papers, 1842, VoL XV, pp. 24, 196,

In England, exclusive of Wales, it is only in some of the colliery districts of Yorkshire and Lancashire that
female Children of tender age and young and adult women are allowed to descend into the coal mines and
regularly o perform the same kinds of underground work, and to work for the same number of hours, as boys
and men; but in the East of Scotland their employment in the pits is general; and in South Wales it is not

UnCominorn.

West Riding of Yorkshire: Southern Part - In many of the colliéries in this district, as far as relates to the
underground employment, there is no distinction of sex, but the labour is distributed indifferently among both
sexes, except that it is comparatively rare for the women to hew or get the coals, although there are numerous
instances in which they regularly perform even this work. In great numbers of the coalpits in this district the
men work in a state of perfect nakedness, and are in this state assisted in their labour by females of all ages,
from girls of six years old to women of twenty-one, these females being themselves quite naked down to the

waist.

"Girls," says the Sub-Commissioner [J. C. Symons], -regularly perform all the various offices of trapping,
hurrying [Yorkshire terms for drawing the loaded coal corves], filling, riddling, tipping, and occasionally
geiting, just as they are performed by boys. One of the most disgusting sights 1 have ever seen was that of
young females, dressed like boys in trousers, crawling on all fours, with belts round their waists and chains
passing between their legs, at day pits at Hunshelf Bank, and in many small pits near Holmfirth and New Mills:
it exists also in several other places. 1 visited the Hunshelf Colliery on the 18th of January: it is a day pit; that is,
there is no shaft or descent; the gate or entrance is at the side of a bank, and nearly horizontal. The gate was not

more than a yard high, and in some places not above 2 feet.

" When I arrived at the board or workings of the pit I found at one of the sideboards down a narrow passage a
girl of fourteen years of age in boy's clothes, picking down the coal with the regular pick used by the men. She
was half sitting half lying at ber work, and said she found it tired her very much, and "of course she didn't like it
The place where she was at work was not 2 feet high. Further on were men Iying on their sides and getting, No
less than six girls out of eighteen men and children are employed in this pit.

"Whilst I was in the pit the Rev Mr Bruce, of Wadsley, and the Rev Mr Nelson, of Rotherham, who
accompanied me, and remained outside, saw another girl of ten years of age, also dressed in boy's clothes, who
was employed in hurrying, and these gentlemen saw her at work. She was a nice-looking little child, but of
course as black as a tinker, and with a little necklace round her throat.

"In two other pits in the Huddersfield Union I have seen the same sight. In one near New Mills, the chain,
passing high up between the legs of two of these girls, had worn large holes in their trousers; and any sight more
disgustingly indecent or revoliing can scarcely be imagined than these girls at work-no brothel can beat it.

"On descending Messts Hopwood's pit at Barnsley, I found assembled round a fire a group of men, boys, and
girls, some of whom were of the age of puberty; the girls as well as the boys stark naked down to the waist, their
hair bound up with a tight cap, and trousers supported by their hips. (At Silkstone and at Flockton they work in
their shifts and trousers.) Their sex was recognizable only by their breasts, and some little difficulty occasionally
arose in pointing out to me which were girls and which were boys, and which caused a good deal of laughing
and joking. In the Flockton and Thornhill pits the system is even more indecent: for though the girls are clothed,
at Jeast three-fourths of the men for whom they "hurry” work stark naked, or with a flannel waistcoat only, and
in this state they assist one another fo fill the corves 18 or 20 times a day: I have seen this done myself

frequently.



"When it is remembered that these girls hurry chiefly for men who are not their parents; that they go from 15 to
20 times a day into a dark chamber (the bank face), which is often 50 yards apart from any one, to a man
working naked, or next to naked, it is not to be supposed but that where opportunity thus prevails sexual vices
are of common occurrence. Add to this the free intercourse, and the rendezvous at the shaft or bullstake, where
the corves are brought, and consider the language to which the young ear is habituated, the absence of religious
instruction, and the early age at which contamination begins, and you will have before you, in the coal-pits
where females are employed, the picture of a nursery for juvenile vice which you will go far and we above

ground fo equal."

Two Women Miners
From Great Britain, Parlianientary Papers, 1842, Vol. XV, p- 84, and ibid., Vol. XV, p. 108,

Betty Harris, age 37: 1 was married at 23, and went into a colliery when I was married. I used to weave when
about 12 years old; can neither read nor write. I work for Andrew Knowles, of Little Bolton (Lancs), and make
sometimes 7s a week, sometimes not so much, I am a drawer, and work from 6 in the morning to 6 at night. Stop
about an hour at noon to eat my dinner; have bread and butter for dinner; I get no drink. I have two children, but
they are foo young to work. I worked at drawing when I was in the family way. I know a woman who has gone
home and washed herself, taken to her bed, delivered of a child, and gone to work again under the week.

I have a belt round my waist, and a chain passing between my legs, and I go on miy hands and feet. The road is
very steep, and we have to hold by a rope; and when there is no rope, by anything we can catch hold of. There
are six women and about six boys and girls in the pit I work in; it is very hard work for a woman. The pit js very
wet where I work, and the water comes over our clog-tops always, and I have seen it up to my thighs; it rains in
at the roof terribly. My clothes are wet through almost all day long. I never was ill in my life, but when I was

lying in.
My cousin looks after my children in the day time. I am very tired when I get home at night; I fall asleep
sometimes before I get washed. I am not so strong as I was, and cannot stand my work so well as [ used to.

have drawn till T have bathe skin off me; the belt and chain is worse when we are in the family way. My feller
" (husband) has beaten me many a times for not being ready. [ were not used to it at first, and he had litile

patience.

I bave known many a man beat his drawer. I have known men take liberties with the drawers, and some of the
women have bastards.

Patience Kershaw, age 17, Halifax: T go to pit at 5 o'clock in the moming and come out at 5 in the evening; I get

my breakfast, porridge and milk, first; I take my dinner with me, a cake, and eat it as T 20; I do not stop or rest at
any time for the purpose, I get nothing else until I get home, and then have potatoes and meat, not every day

meat.



