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The Mongol Empire as a Bridge Between Civilizations

CHINGGIS KHAN AND HIS SUCCESSORS ACTIVELY promoted the
growth of trade and travelers by protecting the caravans that
made their way across the ancient Asjan silk routes: The Mon-
gols also established rest stations for weary merchants and for-
tified outposts for those harassed by bandits. These measures
transformed the Mongol imperium into a massive conduit
between the civilizations of Europe, the Middle East, and the
rest of Asia. The map illustrates a wide variety of marketable
goods and inventions, as well as the agents and objects of several
religions, between areas within the empire and along its lengthy
borders. Study these patterns and then answer the questions

that follow. :
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MAP 15.3 The Mongol Empire and the Global Exchange Network
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