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Qing administrators tightly vestricted foreign trade. Foreign merchants bad to deal with government-

approved agents vatside the city walls of Guangzbou and had to depart as soon as they had completed their

business. In 1793 a Brivish diplomar vepresenving Iing Geovge ITI of England bestowed gifis on the emperor

Qinnlong and petitioned for the vight to trade at ports other than Guangzhon. In & letter to King George,

Qianlong outlined bis views on Chinese trade with England. His letver also bespeaks clearly the importance of.
govevnnent policy for commerce and economic affairs in China.

You, O king, from afar have yearned after the blessings of
our civilization, and in your eagerness to come into touch
with our influence have sent an embassy across the sea
bearing a memorandum. I have already taken note of
your respectful spirit of submission, have treated your
mission with extreme favor and loaded it with gifts, be-
sides issuing a mandate 1o you, O ling, and honoring you
with the bestowal of valuable presents. .

Yesterday your ambassador petdtioned my ministers to
memorialize me regarding your trade with China, but his
proposal is not consistent with our dynastic usage and
cannot be enterrained. Hitherto, all European nations,
inchiding your own country’s barbarian merchants, have
carried on their trade with our Celesual Empire at Guang-
zhou. Such has been the procedure for many years, al-
though our Celesdal Empire possesses all things in prolific
abundance and lacks no product within its own borders.
There was therefore no need 1o import the manufacrures
of outside barbarians in exchange for our own produce,
Bur as the tea, silk, and porcelain which the Celesrial Em-
pire produces are absolute necessities to European na-
tions and to yourselves, we have permitied, as a signal
mark of favor, that rading agents should be established
at Guangzhou, so that your wants might be supplied and
your country thus participate in our beneficence. But
your ambassador has now put forward new requests
which completely fail to recognize our throne’s principle
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to “treat strangers from afar with indulgence,” and to ex-*
ercise a pacifying control over barbarian tribes the world
over. . . . Your England is not the only nation trading
Guangzhou. If other narions, following your bad exam-
ple, wronghully importune my ear with further impossi
ble requests, how will it be possible for me to treat thent
with easy indulgence? Nevertheless, I do not forget the
lonely remoteness of your island, cut off from the wor
by intervening wastes of sea, nor do I averlook your e
cusable ignorance of the usages of our Celesdal Empire
have consequentdy commanded my ministers to enlight 3
your ambassador on the subjeet, and have ordered tht
departure of the mission.
If, after the receipt of this explicit decree, you lightlg
give ear to the representations of your subordinates ang
allow your barbarian merchants to proceed to Zhejiang
and Tianjin, with the object of landing and trading thereZ
the ordinances of my Celestial Empire are strict in th&
extreme, and the local officials, both civil and rnilitar
are bound reverently to obey the law of the land. Shoud
your vessels touch the shore, your merchants will 4
suredly never be permitted to land or to reside there, biit
will be subject to instant expulsion. In that event yoiff §
barbarian merchants will have had a long journey fol
nothing. Do not say that you were not warned in
time! Tremblingly obey and show no negligence! A sp
cial mandate!

o  Why has he entertained trade with the British?

= How does the tone of the letter change from beginning to end?

o  What is the Emperor’s attitude toward the British?

o  What examples are there that illustrate China’s ethnocentrism?




