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the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, Free and Independent States, they have full Power DW -
in the Name, and by Aurthority of che good o levy War, conclude Peace, coneract Alliances, .
People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and  establish Commerce, and to do ail other Acts and -

declare, That chese United Colonies are, and of Things which Independent Seates may of righe

Righr oughe to be Free and Independent States;  do. And for the support of this Declaration, wich ,m\ \M& .
that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the  a firm reliance on the Protection of Divine Provi- .
British Crown, and thar all political connection dence, we mutually pledge to each other our -
between them and the Stace of Great Brirain, is  Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor. \mw -
and oughr to be rtocally dissolved; and thar as . - ww
Bolivar's Dreams for Latin America -
YvYY z\cv‘m%m}&m
47 v Simén Boltvar, THE JAMAICA LETTER %@M@
Simén Bolivar, proclaimed “Liberavor” by his own people and the most renowned e o &wﬁw&
leader of the Latin American independence movement, was born to a wealthy X«Wﬁ%a
Venezuelan landowning family in 1783, Orphaned at an early age, he was edu- : &M%ﬁ%
cated by 2 private tutor who inspired in his pupil an enthusiasm for the prin- - @me
ciples of the Enlightenment and republicanism. After spending three years in . ﬁz&mw
Europe, Bolivar returned to New Spain in 1803, where the death of his new bride &W%\%@ |
plunged him into grief and caused his return to France and Italy. In 1805 in -
Rome he took a vow to dedicate his life to the liberation of his native land. On his . %\s%f,m\,»w@«,w
return he became a leader in the republican-minded group in Caracas that in @\Mﬁw
1808 began to agitate for independence and in 1810 deposed the colonial gover- , ‘&M&W
nor. Uniil his death in 1830, Bolivar dedicared himseclf to the Latin American %&M)N, H
independence movement as a publicist, diplomar, theoretician, and scatesman. .
His greatest contribution was as the general who led the armies that defeated the .
Spaniards and liberated the northern regions of South America. -
The so-called Jamaica Letter was written in 1815 during a self-imposed exile in - -
Jamaica. It was addressed to “an English gentleman,” probably the island’s gov- @@Q@M
ernor, the Duke of Manchester. The Venezuelan Republic had collapsed in May -
as a result of a viciously fought Spanish counteroffensive, divisions among the .
revolutionaries, and opposition from many Indians, blacks, and mulattos, who - -
viewed the Creole landowners, not the Spaniards, as their oppressors. ‘The letter .
was written in response to a request from the Englishman for Bolivar’s insights -
into the background and prospects of the liberation movement. .umvw
QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS »Mw«.“
1. Why does Bolivar believe that Spain’s efforts to hold on ro its American .M\
territories are doomed? s
2. What Spanish policies, according to Bolfvar, have made Spanish rule odiocus .

to him and other revolutionaries?
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ca's political future?

In Bolivar's view, what complicates the task of predicting Spanish Ameri-

4. Does Bolivar's letter reveal concern for the economic and social condition
of South America’s nonwhite population? What are some of the implica-

tions of Bolivar's attitudes?

5. Based on your reading of Bolivar, what guesses can you make abourt some of

the reasons why the new nations of South America found it difficuit to
achieve stable republican governments?

Wich what a feeling of gratitude I read thar pas-
sage tn your letter in which you say to me: “I
hope that the success which then followed Span-
ish arms may now turn in favor of their adver-
sartes, che badly oppressed people of South
America.” I eake chis hope as a prediction, if ic is
jusrice thar determines man's contests. Success
will crown our efforts, because the destiny of
America has been irrevocably decided; the tie chat
bound her to Spain has been severed. Only a con-
cept maintained thar tie and kept cthe parts of
that immense monarchy togecher. That which
formerly bound them now divides them. The
hatred chat the Peninsula® inspired in us is greater
than the ocean berween us. It would be easier to
have the two continents meet than to reconcile
the spirits of the two countries. The habir of
obedience; a community of incerest, of under-
standing, of religion; mutual goodwill; a render
regard for the birehplace and good name of our
forefachers; in short, all thar gave rise to our
hopes, came to us from Spain. As a resule there
was born a principle of affinity that seemed eter-
nal, norwithstanding che misbehavior of our rul-
ers which weakened that sympathy, or, racher,
chat bond enforced by the domination of their
rule. At present the contrary atcitude persists:
we are threatened wich the fear of death, dis-
honor, and every harm; there is nothing we have
not suffered ac che hands of that unnatural
step-mother — Spain. The veil has been corn
asunder. We have already seen che light, and it
is not our desire to be chruse back into darkness.

‘Refers co ehe Iberian Peninsula, consisting of Spain and
Porcugal,

- - - For this reason America fights desperarely,
and seldom has desperation failed to achieve vic-
tory. . . .

Itis . . . difficuit to foresee the future fare of
the New World, to set down is political prin-
ciples, or to prophesy what manner of govern-
ment it will adopt. Every conjeccure relative to
America’s future is, I feel, pure speculation. . . .
We are a young people. We inhabit a world apart,
separated by broad seas. We are young in the
ways of almost all ¢he arts and sciences, although,
in a cereain manner, we are old in the ways of
civilized society. . .. But we scarcely rerain a
vestige of whar once was; we are, MOoreover, nei-
ther Indian nor European, bur a species midway
between che legitimare proprictors of this coun-
try and the Spanish usurpers, In shore, though
Americans by birth we derive our rights from
Europe, and we have to assert these rights againse
the rights of che natives, and at the same time
we must defend ourselves against the invaders.
This places us in a most extraordinary and in-
volved situation. . . .

The role of che inhabitants of the American
hemisphere has for centuries been purely passive.
Policically they were non-existent. We are srill
in a position lower than slavery, and therefore it
is more difficule for us to rise to the enjoyment
of freedom. Permit me chese transgressions in
order to establish the issue. States are slaves be-
cause of either the nature or the misuse of their
constiturions; a people is therefore enslaved when
the government, by its nature or its vices, in-
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fringes on and usurps the righes of the citizen or
subject. Applying cthese principles, we find that
America was denied not only its freedom but even
an acrive and effective tyranny. Let me explain.

" Under absolutism there are no recognized limits
to the exercise of governmental powers. The will
of the great sultan, khan, bey, and other despotic
rulers is the supreme law, carried outr more or
less arbicrarily by the lesser pashas, khans, and
satraps of Turkey and Persia, who have an orga-
nized system of oppression in which inferiors
participate according to the authority vested in
them. To cthem is entrusted the adminiscraction
of civil, military, political, religious, and cax
matcers. But, after all is said and done, the rul-
ers of Isfahan are Persians; the viziers of the Grand
Turk are Turks; and the sultans of Tartary are
Tartars. . ..

How different is our situation! We have been
harassed by a conduct which has not only de-
prived us of our righes bur has kept us in a sort
of permanent infancy with regard to public af-
fairs. If we could at least have managed our do-
mestic affairs and our internal administration,
we could have acquainted ourselves with cthe pro-
cesses and mechanics of public affairs. . . .

Americans today, and perhaps to a greater ex-
tent than ever before, who live within the Span-
ish system occupy a position in society no bettet
than that of serfs destined for labot, or at besc
chey have no more status than chat of mere con-
sumers. Yet even this status is surrounded with
galling restrictions, such as being forbidden to
grow European crops, or to store products which
are royal monopolies, or to establish factories of
a type the Peninsula itself does not possess. To
this add the exclusive trading privileges, even in
articles of prime necessity, and the barriers be-
tween American provinces, designed to prevent
all exchange of trade, traffic, and understand-
ing. In short, do you wish to know whar our fu-

Montesquicu {1689--1755) was a French philosopher, his-
torian, and jurisc bese known for his Spirit of the Latws (1753)
and his theory that the powers of government — execu-
tive, legislative, and judicial — need to be separated to
ensure individual freedom.
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ture held? — simply che cultivation of the fields
of indigo, grain, coffee, sugar cane, cacao, and
coteon; cattle raising on the broad plains; hunt-
ing wild game in the jungles; digging in the
earth to mine its gold — but even these limita-
tions could never satisfy the greed of Spain.

So negarive was our existence that I can find
nothing comparable in any other civilized soci-
ety, examine 2s I may che entire history of time
and the politics of all nations. Is it not an out-
rage and a violation of human rights to expectra
land so splendidly endowed, so vast, rich, and
populous, to remain merely passive?

As | have just explained, we were cut off and,
as it were, removed from the world in relacion to
the science of government and administrarion of
the state. We were never viceroys or governors,
save in the rarest of instances; seldom archbish-
ops and bishops; diplomats never; as military
men, only subordinates; as nobles, withour royal
privileges. In brief, we were neicher magiseraces
nor financiers and seldom merchants — all in
flagranc coneradiction to our institucions. . . .

It is harder, Montesquieu® has written, to re-
lease a nation from servitude than ro enslave a
free nation. This truth is proven by the annals of
all times, which revea! that most free nacions have
been put under the yoke, but very few enslaved
nations have recovered théir liberty. Despite the
convictions of histoty, South Americans have
made efforts co obrain liberal, even perfect, in-
stiturions, doubtless out of that instince to as-
pire to the greatest possible happiness, which,
common to all men, is bound to follow in civil
societies founded on the principles of justice, lib-
erty, and equality. But are we capable of main-
taining in proper balance the difficult charge of
a republic? Is it conceivable that a newly eman-
cipated people can soar to the heighes of liberey,
and, unlike Icarus, neither have its wings melt
not fall into an abyss? Such a marvel is incon-
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ceivable and wichour precedent. There is no rea-
sonable probability to bolster our hopes.

More than anyone, I desire to see America fash-
ioned into the greatest nation in che world, great-
est not so much by virrue of her area and wealth
as by her freedom and glory. Although I seek
perfection for the government of my country, !
cannot persuade myself that the New World can,
at the moment, be organized as a great republic.
Since it is impossible, I dare not desire it; yet
much less do [ desire to have all Americaa mon-
archy because this plan is not only impracticable
bur also impossible. Wrongs now existing could
not be righted, and our emancipation would be
fruitiess. The American states need the care: of
paternal governments to heal the sores and
wounds of desporism and war. . . .

From the foregoing, we can draw these con-
clusions: The American provinces are fighting
for their freedom, and chey will ultimately suc-
ceed. Some provinces as a maccer of course will
form federal and some central republics; che
larger areas will inevitably establish monarchies,
some of which will fare so badly that they will

disintegrate in either present or furure revolu-
tions. To consolidate a great monarchy will be
no easy task, buc it will be ueterly impossible o
consolidate a great republic.

It is a grandiose idea to think of consolidating
the New World into a single nation, united by
pacts into a single bond. Ic is reasoned that, as
these parts have a common origin, language,
customns, and religion, they ought to have a single
government to permit the newly formed states
to unite in a confederation. But this is not pos-
sible. . . .

When success is not assured, when che state is
weak, and when results are distantly seen, atl men
hesitate; opinion is divided, passions rage, and
the enemy fans these passions in order to win an
easy vicrory because of them. As soon as we are
strong and under the guidance of a liberal na-
tion which will lend us her protection, we will
achieve accord in culcivaring che vircues and ral-
ents thar lead to glory. Then will we march ma-
jestically toward that great prosperity for which
South America is destined. . . .



