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corgstitution, he began a series of programs within the
conlext of “spiritual socialism” that included land
reforin and an improvement in the rights and condi-
tions §f rural and industrial workers. These programs
and Anevalo’s sponsorship of an intense nationalism
broughk the government into direct conflict with for-
eign intdrests operating in Guatemala, especially the
United Fuit Company, the largest and most impor-
tant foreign concern there.

In 195}, after a free election, the presidency
passed to (plonel Jacobo Arbenz, whose nationalist
program was\more radical. Arbenz announced several
programs to ignprove or nationalize the transportation
network, the Hydroelectric system, and other areas of
the economy. A\move to expropriate unused lands on
large estates in\1953 provoked opposition from the
landed oligarchy\and [rom United Fruit, which even-
tually was threaten\ed with the loss of almost half a mil-
lion acres of resqrve land. The U.S. government,
fearing “communisy’ pencuration of the Arbenz gov-
ernment and unden considerable pressure from the
United Fruit Compaygy, denounced the changes and
began to impose econ¥rnic and diplomatic restrictions
on Guatemala. At the shme time, the'level of national-
ist rhetoric intensified, \and the government increas-
ingly received the suppojt of the political left in Latin
America and in the socialist bloc.

In 1954, with the help of the U.S. Central Intelli-
gemce-Agency, a dissident myilitary force was organized
and invaded Guatemala, Thy Arbenz government fell,
and the pro-American regimy that replaced it wrned
back the land reform and hegotiated a settlement
favorable to United Fruit. TheYeform experiment was
thus brought to a halt. By the Ytandards of the 1960s
and later, the programs of Arevglo and Arbenz seem
rather mild, although Arbenz’s stitements and suppos-
edly his acceptance of arms frdm eastern Europe
undoubtedly contributed to U.S. ifftervention.

The reforms promised by the T{.S.-supported gov-
ernments were minimal. Guatemala §ontinued to have
a low standard of living, especially for\its Indian popu-
lation. The series of military governkpents after the
coup failed to address the nation’s sociyl and econom-
ic problems. That failure led to continud} violence and
political instability. Political life continu&d to be con-
trolled Uwvm coalition of coffee planters, foreign com-
panies, and the military. A guerrilla mov§ment grew
and provoked brutal military repression, \which fell
particularly hard on the rural Indian phpulation.
Guatemala’s attempt at radical change, an attdmpt that
began with an eye toward improving the conditions of
the people, failed because of external interdention.
The failure was a warning that change would noY come
without internal and foreign opposition.
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The Cuban Revolution: Socialism
in the Caribbean

The differences between Cuba and Guatemala under-
tine the diversity of Latin America and the dangers of
partial revolutions. The island nation had a population
of about 6§ million, most of whom were the descen-
dants of Spaniards and the African slaves who had
been imported to produce the sugar, tobacco, and
hides that were the colony’s mainstays, Cuba had a
large middle class, and is literacy and health care lev-
els were better than in most of the rest of the region.
Rural areas lagged behind in these matters, however,
and there the working and living conditions were poor,
especially for the workers on the large sugar estates,
Always in the shadow of the United States, Cuban pol-
itics and economy were rarely free of American inter-
ests. By the 1950s, about three-fourths of what Cuba
imported came from the United States. American
investments in the island were heavy during the 1940s
and 1950s. Although the island experienced periods of
prosperity, fluctuations in the world market for Cuba’s
main product, sugar, revealed the tenuous basis of the
economy. Moreover, the disparity between the coun-
tryside and the growing middle class in Havana under-
lined the nation’s continuing problems.

From 1984 to 1944, Fulgencio Batista, a strong-
willed, authoritarian reformer who had risen through
the lower ranks of the army, ruled Cuba. Among his
reforms were a democratic constitution of 1940 that
promised major changes, nationalization of natural
resources, full employment, and land reform. Howev-
er, Bauista’s programs of reform were marred by cor
ruption, and when in 1952 he returned to the
presidency, there was litde left of the reformer but a
great deal of the dictator. Opposition developed in var-
ious sectors of the society. Among the regime’s oppo-
nents was Fidel Castro, a young lawyer experienced in
leftist university politics and an ardent critic of the
Batista government and the ills of Cuban society. On
July 26, 1953, Castro and a few followers launched an
unsuccessful attack on some military barracks. Cap-
tured, Castro faced a wial, an occasion he used to
expound his revolutionary ideals, aimed mostly at a
return to democracy, social justice, and the establish-
ment of a less dependent economy.

Released from prison, Castro [fed to exile in Mex-
ico where, with the aid of Ernesto “Che” Guevara, a
militant Argentine revolutionary, he gathered
a small military force. They landed in Cuba in
1956 and slowly began to gather sirength in
the mountains. By 1958 the “26th of July

Movement” had found support from stu- mwww_”_wmwwm@
dents, some labor organizations, and rural Cuba
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workers and was able to conduct operations against
Batista’s army. The bearded rebels, or barbudes, won a
series of victories, The dictator, under siege and isolat-
ed by the United States (which because of his excesses
refused to support him any longer), was driven from
power, and the rebels took Havana amid wild scenes of
joy and relief (Figure 52.5).

What happened next is highly debatable, and Cas-
tro himself has offered alternative interpretations at dif-
ferent times. Whether Castro was already a
Marxist-Leninist and had always intended to

introduce a socialist regime (as he now

discovered and a confrontation between the superpow-
ers ensued. Despite these problems, to a large extent
the Cuban revolution survived because of the global
context. The politics of the cold war provided Cubg
with a protector and a benefactor, the Soviet Union,
The results of the revolution have been mixed,
The social programs were extensive. Education,
health, and housing have improved greatly and rank
Cuba among the world’s leaders—quite unlike fiost
other nations of the region. This is especially true in
the long-neglected rural areas. A wide variety of social
and educational programs have mobilized all sectors of

claims) or whether the development of this the population, The achievements have been accom.

m_mmzm%ﬁ program was the result of a series of pragmat- panied by severe restrictions of basic freedoms.
Revolution  ic decisions is in question, Rather than simply Attempts to diversify and strengthen the economy

have been less successful. An effort to industrialize in
the 1960s failed, and Cuba turned again (o its ability to
produce sugar. The world’s falling sugar and rising
petroleumn prices led to disaster, Only by subsidizing
Cuban sugar and supplying petroleum below the world

returning to the constitution of 1940 and
enacting moderate reforms, Castro launched

a program of sweeping change. Foreign prop-
erties were expropriated, farms were collee-

tivized, and a centralized socialist economy

The Cold War

A0 oas put in place. Most of these changes were price could the Soviet Union maintain the Guban econ-
accompanied by a nationalist and anti-imperialist for- omy. After the breakup of the Soviet Union in the
eign policy. Relations with the United States were bro- 1990s, the Cuban situation deteriorated as Castro
ken off in 1961, and Cuba increasingly depended on adhered to an inflexible socialist economic policy.
the financial support and arms of the Soviet Union to Increasingly isolated—along with China and North

maintain its revolution. With
that support in place, Castro
was able to survive the increas-
ingly hostile reaction of the
United States. That reaction
included a disastrous U.S.-
sponsored invasion by Cuban
exiles in 1961 and an embargo
on trade with Cuba. Depen-
dence on the Soviet Union led
to a crisis in 1961, when Soviet
nuclear missiles, perhaps
placed in Cuba in case of
another U.S. invasion, were

FIGURE 32.5 Fidel Castro and his
guerrilla army brought down the
Batista government in January
1959, to the wild acclaim of many
Cubans. Gastro initiated
sweeping reforms in Cuba that
eventualiy led to the creation of a
socialist regime and a sharp
break with the United States.
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Korea, Cuba was one of the last three communist gov-
emments in the world—Cuba no longer received
much-needed Soviet aid and faced an uncertain future.

Despite these problems, the Cuban revolution
offered an example that proved attractive to those
seeking to transform Latin American societies. Early
direct attempls to spread the model of the Cuban rev-
olution, such as Che Guevara’s guerrilla operation in
Bolivia, where he lost his life in 1967, were failures, but
the Cuban model and the island’s ability to resist the
pressure of a hostile United States proved attractive to
other nations in the Caribbean and Ceniral America,
such as Grenada and Nicaragua, that aiso exercised the
revolutionary option. U.S. reaction to such movements
has been containmentt or intervention.

e,

The Search for Reform and the
Military Option

B4  Latin Americans continued to seek sclutions
to their problems using Catholic, Marxist, and
capitalist doctrines. In the 1960s and 1970s
nationalistic, pro-capitalist military govern-
ments created new “bureaucratic authoritari-
an” regimes which, for a while, served the

... cold war interests of the United States. By

“the 1980s, a new wave of democratic regimes
was emerging.

e | atin America: R
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he revolutionary attempts of the 1950s, the dura-
§ the Cuban revolution, and the general appeal
st doctrines in developing nations underlined
erica’s tendency to undertake revolutionary
fat left its economic and social structures
unchangedy How could the traditional patterns of
inequality @pd international dependency be over-
come? What Was the best path to the furre?

For somey, the answer was political stability,
imposed if neckssary, to promote capitalist economic
growth. The onéyparty system of Mexico demonstrated
its capacity for repression when student dissidents were
brutally killed duling disturbances in 1968. Mexico
enjoyed some prosperity from its petrolenm resources
in the 1970s, but Huo..i. financial planning, corruption,
and foreign debt agaiyy caused problems by the 1980s,
and the PRI seemed to\be losing its ability to maintain
control of Mexican polijjics.

For others, the church, long a power in Latin Amer-
ica, provided a guide. Qhristian  Democratic parties
formed in Chile and Veneztela in the 1950s, hoping to
bring reforms through populgrly based mass parties that
would preempt the radical 18ft. The church ofien was
divided politically, but the clefgy took an increasingly
engaged position and arguedifor social justice and
human rights, often in sapport\of government oppo-
nents. A few, such as Father Camily Torres in Colombia,
actually joined armed revolutionardgroups in the 1960s.

More common was the emekgence within the
church hierarchy of an increased doncern for social
justice (Figurg 32.6}. By the
1970s, a libetation theclogy
combined Catlplic theology
and socialist pringiples or used
Marxist categoriey for under-
standing society in n effort to
improve condition§ for the
poor. Liberation thgologians
stressed social equality as a

1

FIGURE 32.6 In September 1999,
thousands of Brazilians attended a
! mass to celebrate the “Cry of the

* Excluded,” a protest against the
social and economic degradation

- of the nation’s peor, who make up
more than a third of the population.
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India has Yhared the Nasserite emphasis on socialism
and state itervention, India’s experience has differed
from Egypt in several significant ways. To begin with,
the Indians\have managed (o preserve civilian rule
throughout thie nearly five decades since they won their
independence\ from Great Britain. In fact, in India the
military has cnsistently defended secular democracy
against religious\extremism and other would-be authori-
tarian trends. In addition, although India, like Egypt, has
been saddled with a crushing burden of overpopulation,
it came to independence with a larger industrial and sci-
entific sector, a better communication system and
bureaucratic grid, ad a larger and more skilled middle
class in proportion \to its total population than most
other emerging nations.

During the first decades of its freedom, India had
the good fortune o be governed by leaders such as
Jawahartal Nehru and Yis allies in the Congress party,
who were deeply commijtted to social reform and eco-
nomic development as well as the preservation of civil
rights and democracy. Iniia’s success at the latter has
been remarkable. Despite\continuous threats of seces-
sion by religious and lingyiistic minorities, as well as
poverty, unemployment, and recurring natural disas-
ters, India remains the E",““ rld’s largest m.::nmo:m:m
democracy. Except for briefyperiods of rule by coali-
tions of opposition parties, {he Congress party has
ruled at the center for most of the independence era.
But opposition parties have coftrolled many state and
local governments, and they remyain vocal and active in
the national parliament. Givil liBerties, exemplified by
a very outspoken press and free \elections, have been
upheld to an extent that sets India off from much of
the rest of the emerging nations.

Nehru's approach to governmeryt and development
also differed from Nasser’s in his more moderate mix of
state and private initiatives. Nehru apd his successors
pushed state intervention in some Yectors but also
encouraged foreign investment from chuntries in both
of the rival blocs in the cold war As 3 consequernce,
India has been able to build on its initiak advantages in
industrial infrastructure and its skilled m nagerial and
labor endowment. Its significant capitali§t sector has
encouraged ambitious farmers, such as those in the
Punjab in the northwest, (o invest heavily in the Green
Revolution—the introduction of improved séed strains,
fertilizers, and irrigation as a means of produging high-
er crop yields. Industrial and agrarian growth\has gen-
erated the revenue necessary for the Indian government
to promote literacy and village development schémes, as
well as family planning, village elecirification, m:w other
improvement projects in recent decades. Indian have
also developed one of the largest and most mommwmm,rwnmﬁ.
cd high-tech sectors in the postcolonial world, 5&:45@

"o

its own “silicon valleys” in cities like Bangalore in soyth-

ern Indig, From the late 1980s India also provided teng
of thousapds of computer and Internet experis for
advanced mﬁacmc,mm_ societies such as those found in the
United States and Europe,

Despite WM successes, India has suffered from the
same gap between needs and resources that all devel-
oping nations have had to face. Whatever the govern-
ment’s intentiops—and India has been hit sy
corruption and self-serving politicians, like most
nations—there :wcv/a_dﬁ@ not been the resources to
raise the living standirds of even a majority of its huge
population. The middle class has grown, perhaps ag
rapidly as that of any pastcolonial nation. Its presence
is striking in the affluent\neighborhoods of cities such
as Mombai and Dethi and\is proclaimed by the Indian
film industry, the world’s laygest, and in many sitcoms
and dramas about the lives oa,/msn:ms.mgm yuppies. But
as many as 50 percent of Indiafs people have gained lit-
tle from the development plans and economic growth
that have occurred since indepehdence.

In part, this is because _uomucmmﬁ».o: growth has offset
economic gains. But social reform his been slow in most
areas, both rural and wrban. Groups such as the wealthy
landlords, who supported the nationalist drive for inde-
pendence, have continued to dominatd, the great mass
of tenants and landless laborers, Jjust as they did in the
precolonial and colonial eras. Some develdpment meas-
ures, most notably those associated with thé\Green Rev-
olution, have greatly favored cultivators\ with the
resources o invest in new seeds and fertilizer, hey have
increased the gap between rich and poor people over
much of rural India. Thus, the poor have paid apd will
continue to pay the price for Indian gradualism.

iran: Religious Revivalism and the
Rejection of the West

No path of development adopted by a postcolonial
society has provided more fundamental challenges 1o
the existing world order than revolutionary
Iran under the direction of the Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini. In many respects, the
Khomeini revolution of 1979 was a throwback
to the religious fervor of such anticolonial
resistance movements as that led by the
Mahdi of the Sudan in the 1880s. Core moti-
vations for the followers of both movements were pro-
vided by the emphasis on religious purification and the
rejoining of religion and politics, which leaders such as
the Mahdi and Khomeini have seen as central to the
Islamic tradition. The call for a return to the kind of
society believed to have existed in the past “golden
age” of the prophet Muhammad was central to the
policies pursued by both the Mahdist and Iranian

Ayatollah
Khomeini
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regimes once they had gained power. Both movements
were aimed at toppling Western-backed governments:
the Mahdists’ the Anglo-Egyptian presence in the
Sudan, Khomeini’s the autocratic Iranian shah and the
Pahlavi dynasty.

Although they came from the Sunni and Shi’a reli-
gious traditions, respectively, both the Mahdi and
Khomeini claimed to be divinely inspired deliverers.
Each promised to rescue the Islamic faithful from
imperialist Westerners and from corrupt and heretical
leaders within the Muslim world. Both leaders prom-
ised their followers magical protection and instant par-
adise should they fall while waging the holy war against
the heretics and infidels. Each leader sought to build a
lasting state and social order on the basis of what were
believed to be Islamic precedents. Thus, each revivalist
movement aimed at defending and restoring what its
leaders believed to be the true beliefs, traditions, and
institutions of Islamic civilization. The leaders of both
movements sought to spread their revolutions to sur-
rounding areas, both Muslim and infidel, and each
believed he was setting in motion forces that would
eventually sweep the entire globe.

Though proclaimed as an alternative path for
development that could be followed by the rest of the
emerging nations, Khomeini’s revolution owed its ini-
tial success in seizing power to a combination of cir-
cumstances that was unique to Iran (Map 33.4). Like

*~-€hina, Iran had not been formally colonized by the

Eurcopean powers but rather had been reduced to a
sphere of informal influence, divided between Great
Britain and Russia. As a result, neither the bureau-
cratic nor the communication infrastructures that
accompanied colonial takeovers were highly devel-
oped there. Nor did a substantial Western-educated
middle class emerge. Thus, the impetus for “modern-
ization” came suddenly and was imposed from above
by the Pahlavi shahs. The initiatives taken by the sec-
ond shah in particular, which were supported by Iran’s
considerable oil wealth, wrenched Iran out of the iso-
lation and backwardness in which most of the nation
lived untl the mid-20th century. The shah had fled
Iran in the early 1950s after a staunch nationalist
leader named Mohammed Mosaddeq rose to power,
but the shah was restored by a ClA-engineered coup
in 1453. Once back in power, he tried to impose eco-
nomic development and social change through gov-
ernment directives. Although advances occurred, the
regime managed to alienate the great mass of the
Iranian people in the process.

The shah’s dictatorial and repressive regime
deeply offended the emerging middle classes, whom
he considered his strongest potential supporters. His
flaunting of Islamic conventions and his neglect of
Islamic worship and religious institutions enraged the

ayatoliahs, or religious experts. They also alienated
the mullaks, or local prayer leaders and mosque atten-
dants, who guided the religious and personal lives of
the great majority of the Iranian population. The
favoritism the shahs showed foreign investors and a
handful of big Iranian entrepreneurs with personal
connections to highly placed officials angered the
smaller bazaar merchants, who had long maintained
close links with the mullahs and other religious lead-
ers. The shah’s half-hearted land reform schemes
alienated the land-owning classes without doing
much to improve the condition of the rural poor
Even the urban workers, who benefited most from
the boom in construction and light industrialization
the shah’s development efforts had stimulated, were
dissatisfied. In the years before the 1979 revolution, a
fall in oil prices resulted in an economic slump and
widespread unemployment in urban areas such as the
capital, Tehran.

Although he had treated his officers well, the shah
had badly neglected the military rank-and-file, espe-
cially in the army. So when the crisis came in 1978, the
shah found that few soldiers were prepared to defend
his regime. His armies refused to fire on the growing
crowds that demonstrated for his removal and the
return of Khomeini, then in exile in Paris. Dying of
cancer and disheartened by what he saw as betrayal by
his people and by allies such as the United States, the
shah fled without much of a fight. Khomeini’s revolu-
tion trinmphed over a regime that looked powerful
but proved exceptionally vulnerable.

After coming to power, Khomeini, defying the pre-
dictions of most Western “experts” on Iranian affairs,
followed through on his promises of radical
change. Constitutional and leftist parties
allied to the revolutionary movement were
brutally repressed. Moderate leaders were

replaced quickly by radical religious figures _mm_ﬂ%%__u_ﬁ__hwm
who were eager to obey Khomeini’s every  Middle East:
command. The “satanic” influences of the xwﬁramm__”wm
United States and western Europe were Vision of
purged. At the same time, Iran also distanced moﬁ_wﬂwa

itself from the atheistic communist world. Sec-
ular influences in law and government were supplanted
by strict Islamic legal codes, which included such pun-
ishments as the amputation of limbs for theft and ston-
ing for women caught in adultery. Veiling became
obligatory for all women, and the career prospects for
women of the educated middle classes, who had been
among the most favored by the shah’s reforms, sud-
denly were limited drastically (Figure 83.9).
Khomeini’s planners also drew up grand schemes
for Iand reform, religious education, and economic
development that accorded with the dictates of Islam.
Most of these measures came to little because socon
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FIGURE 33.9 Women played a vital role in the
mass demonstrations that toppled the shah of
Iran and brought Ayatoilah Khomsini to power
in T979. In many ways women’s support for
political movements in the postcolonial period
was a contifiuation of their active participation
in earlier struggles against European colonial
domination. But increasingly in the postcolonial
6ra, women have organized hot only to promote
political change, but to force social and
economic reforms intended to improve the
quality of their own lives as women,

after the revolution, Saddam Hussein, the
military leader of neighboring Iraq,
sought to take advantage of the turmoil in
Iran by annexing its western, oil-rich
provinces. The Iran-raq War that resuli-
ed swallowed up Iranian cnergies and
resources {or almost the entire decade
after Khomeini came to power. The strug-
gle became a highly personal vendetta for
Khomeini, who was determined to
destroy Saddam Hussein and punish the
Iraqis. His refusal to negotiate peace
caused heavy losses and untold sulfering
to the Iranian people. This sutfering con-
tinued long after it was clear that the Ira-
nians’ aging military equipment and
handful of allies were no match for Hus-
sein’s more advanced military hardware
and an Iraqi war machine bankrolled by its oil-rich
Arab neighbors, who were fearful that Khomeini’s rev-
olution might spread to their own countries.

As the support of the Western powers, including the
United States (despite protestations of neutrality), for
the Iraqis increased, the position of the isolated Iranians
became increasingly intolerable. Hundreds of thou
sands of poorly armed and halftrained Iranian con-
scripts, including tens of thousands of untrained and
nearly weaponless boys, died before Khomeini finally
agreed to a humiliating armistice in 1988, Peace found
revolutionary Iran in shambles. Few of its development
initiatives had been pursued, and shortages in food,
fuel, and the other necessities of life were widespread,

Iran’s decade-long absorption in the war and irs
conlinuing isolation makes it impossible to assess the

potential of the religious revivalist, anti-Western option
for other postcolonial nations. What had seemed at
first a viable path to independent development had
become mired in brutal internal repression and mis-
guided and failed development schemes. By the 1990s,
however, although control by Islamic leaders contin-
ued, more open elections began to occur in Iran, pre-
senting new alternatives for the future,

South Africa was by'ho means the only area still under
some form of colonial Wominance decades after India
gained its independence M 1947, Portugal, the oldest
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The Communists Come 1o Power

The communists’ long struggle for control had left the
party with a strong political and military organization
that was rooted in the party cadres and the People’s
Liberation Army. The continuing importance of the
army was indicated by the fact that most of China was
administered by military officials for five years after the
communists came to power, But the army remained
clearly subordinate to the party. Cadre advisors were
attached to military contingents at all levels, and the
central committees of the party were dominated by
nonmilitary personnel.

With this strong political framework in place, the
communists moved quickly to assert China’s traditional
preeminence in east and much of southeast Asia.
Potential secessionist movements were forcibly
repressed in Inner Mongolia and Tibet, although resist-
ance 1n the latter has erupted periodically and contin-
ues to the present day. In the early 1950s, the Chinese
intervened militarily in the conflict between North and
South Korea, an intervention that was critical in forcing
the United States to setile for a stalemate and a lasting
division of the peninsula. Refusing to accept a similar
but [ar more lopsided two-nation outcome of the strug-
gle in China itself, the communist leadership has peri-
odically threatened to invade the Nationalists’ refuge
on Taiwan, often touching off international incidents.
China also played an increasingly important role in the

v liberation struggle of the Vietnamese to the south,

although that did net peak until the height of Ameri-
can involvement in the conflict in the 1960s.

By the late 1950s, the close collaboration between
the Soviet Union and China that marked the early
years of Mao’s rule had broken down. Border disputes,
focusing on territories the Russians had seized during
the period of Qing decline, and the Chinese refusal to
play second fiddle to Russia, especially after Stalin was
succeeded by the less imposing Khrushchev, were key
causes of the split. These causes of the breakdown in
collaboration worsened the differences resulting from
the meager economic assistance provided by the Sovi-
ct “comrades.” They also fed Mao's sense that with the
passing of Stalin, he was the chiel theoretician and
leader of the communist world. In the early 1960s, the
Chinese flexed their military and technological muscle
by defeating India in a brief war that resulted from a
border dispute. More startling, however, was the Chi-
nese success in exploding the first nuclear device
developed by a nonindustrial nation.

Planning for Economic Growth and
Social Justice

On the domestic front, the new leaders of China
moved with equal vigor, though with a good deal less

success. Their first priority was to complete the social
revolution in the rural areas that had been carried
through to some extent in communist-controlled areas
during the wars against the Japanese and Guomin-
dang. Between 1950 and 1952, the landlord class and
the large landholders, most of whom had been spared
in the earlier stages of the revolution, were dispos-
sessed and purged. Village tribunals, overseen by party
cadre members, gave tenanis and laborers a chance to
get even for decades of oppression. Perhaps as many as
3 million people who were denounced as members of
the exploitive landlord class were executed. At the
same time, the land taken from the land-owning class-
es was distributed to peasants who had none or little.
For a brief time at least, one of the central pledges of
the communist revolutionaries was Fulfitled: China
became a land of peasant smallholders.

However, communist planners saw rapid industrial-
ization, not peasant farmers, as the key to successful
development. With the introduction of the first Stalinist-
style five-year plan in 1953, the communist leaders
turned away from the peasantry, which had brought
them to power, to the urban workers as the hope for a
new China. With little foreign assistance from either the
West or the Soviet bloc, the state resorted to stringent
measures 10 draw resources from the countryside to
finance industrial growth. Some advances were made in
industrialization, particularly in heavy industries such as
steel. But the shift in direction had consequences that
were increasingly unacceptable to Mao and his more
radical supporters in the party. State planning and cen-
tralization were stressed, party bureaucrats greatly
increased their power and influence, and an urban-
based privileged class of technocrats began to develop.
These changes, and the external threat to China posed
by the U.S. intervention in Korea and continuing U.S.-
China frictdon, led Mao and his followers to force a
change of strategies in the mid-1950s.

Mao had long nurtured a deep hostility toward
elitism, which he associated with the discredited Con-
fucian system. He had little use for Lenin’s vision of
revolution from above, led by a disciplined cadre of
professional political activists. He distrusted intellec
tuals, disliked specialization, and clung to his faith in
the peasants rather than the workers as the reposito-
ry of basic virtue and the driving force of the revolu-
tion. Acting to stem the trend toward an elitist,
urban-industrial focus, Mao and his supporters
pushed the Mass Line approach, beginning with the
formation of agricultural cooperatives in 1955. In the
following year, cooperatives became farming collec-
tives that soon accounted for more than 90 percent of
China’s peasant population. The peasants had
enjoyed their own holdings for less than three years.
As had occurred earlier in the Soviet Union, the lead-
ers of the revolution, who had originally given the
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land over to the mass of the peasants, later took it
away from them through collectivization.

In 1957 Mao struck at the intellectuals through
what may have been a miscalculation or perhaps a
clever ruse. Anmouncing that he wanted to “let a hun-
dred flowers bloom,” Mao encouraged professors,
artists, and other intellectuals to speak out on the
course of development under communist rule. His
request stirred up a storm of angry protest and criticism
of communist schemes. Having flushed the critics into
the open (if the campaign was indeed a ruse) or having
been shocked by the vehemence of the response, the
party struck with demotions, prison sentences, and ban-
ishment to hard labor on the collectives. The flowers
rapidly wilted in the face of this betrayal.

The Great Leap Backward

With political opposition within the party and army
apparently in check (or in prison), Mao and his sup-
porters launched the Great Leap Forward in 1958.
The programs of the Great Leap were a further effort
to revitalize the flagging revolution by restoring its
mass, rural base. Rather than huge plants located in
the cities, industrialization would be pushed through
small-scale projects integrated into the peasant com-
munes. Insiead of the communes’ surplus being
siphoned off to build steel mills, industrial develop-
ment would be aimed at producing tractors, cement for
irrigation projects, and other manufactures needed by
the peasantry. Enormous publicity was given to efforts
to produce steel in “backyard” furnaces (Figure 34.8)
that relied on labor rather than machine-intensive
techniques. Mao preached the benefits of backward-
ness and the joys of mass involve-
ment, and he looked forward to
the withering away of the med-
dling bureaucracy. Emphasis was
placed on self-reliance within the
peasant communes. All aspects of
the lives of their members were
regulated and regimented by the
commune leaders and the heads
of the local labor brigades.

FIGURE 34.8 The famous backyard
steel furnaces became a symbol of
China’s failed drive for self-sufficiency
during the disastrous “Great Leap For-
ward” of the late 1950s.
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Within months after it was launched, all indicators
suggested that the Great Leap Forward and rapid col-
lectivization were leading to economic disaster. Peas-
ant resistance to collectivization, the abuses of
commune leaders, and the dismal output of the back-
yard factories combined with drought to turn the
Great Leap into a giant step backward. The worst
famine of the communist era spread across China. Fors
the first time since 1949, China had to import large
amounts of grain to feed its people, and the numbers
of Chinese to feed continued to grow at an alarming
rate. Defiantly rejecting Western and United Nations
proposals for family planning, Mao and like-thinking
radicals charged that socialist China could care for its
people, no matter how many they were. Birth control
was seen as a symptom of capitalist selfishness and
inability to provide a decent living for all of the people.

Like those of India, China's birth rates were actu-
ally a good deal lower than those of many emerging
nations. Also like India, however, the Chinese were
adding people to a massive population base. At the
time of the communist rise to power, China had
approximately 550 million people. By 1965 this had
risen to approximately 750 million. By the year 2000,
China’s population was approximately 1.3 billion.

In the face of the environmental degradation and
overcrowding that this leap in population produced,
even the party ideologues came around to the view that
something must be done to curb the birth rate. Begin-
ning in the mid-1960s, the government launched a
nationwide family planning campaign designed to limit
urban couples to two children and those in rural areas
to one. By the early 1970s, these targets had been
revised to two children for either urban or rural cou-
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ples. By the 1980s, however, just one child per
family was allowed. Although there is evidence
of official excesses—undue pressure for
women to have abortions, for example—these
programs have greatly reduced the birth rate
and have begun to slow China’s overall popu-
lation increase. But again, the base to which new births
are added is already so large that China’s population
will not stabilize until well into the 21st century. By that
time there will be far more people than now to educate,
feed, house, and provide with productive work.

Advances made in the first decade of the new
regime were lost through amateurish blunders, excess-
es of overzealous cadre leaders, and students’ med-
dling. China’s national productivity fell by as much as
25 percent. Population increase soon overwhelmed
the stagnating productivity of the agricultural and
industrial sectors. By 1960 it was clear that the Great
Leap must be ended and a new course of development
adopted. Mao lost his position as state chairman
(although he remained the head of the party’s Centrat
Committee). The pragmatists, including Mao’s old ally
Zhou Enlai, along with Liu Shaoqui and Deng Xiaop-
ing, came to power determined to restore state direc-
tion and market incentives at the local level.

na's One-

Policy

“Women Hold Up Half of the
Heavens”

In Mao’s struggles to renew the revolutionary fervor of
the Chinese people, his wife, Jiang Qing, played an
increasingly prominent role. Mao’s reliance on her was
consistent with the commitment to the liberation of Chi-
nese women he had acted upon throughout his political
career. As a young man he had been deeply moved by a
newspaper story about a young girl who had committed
suicide rather than be forced by her family to submit to
the marriage they had arranged {or her with a rich but
very old man. From that point onward, women’s issues
and women’s support for the communist movement
became important parts of Mao’s revolutionary sirategy.
Here he was drawing on a well-established revolutionary
tradition, for women had been very active in the Taiping
Rebellion of the mid-19th century, the Boxer revolt in
1900, and the 1911 revohution that had toppled the
Mafchu regime. One of the key causes taken up by the
May Fourth intellectuals, who had a great impact on the
youthful Mao Zedong, was women’s rights. Their efforts
put an end to footbinding. They also did much to
advance campaigns to end female seclusion, win legal
rights for women, and open educational and career
opportunities to them.

The attempts by the Nationalists in the late 1920s
and 1930s to reverse many of the gains made by
women in the early revohution brought many women
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into the communist camp. Led by Chiang’s wife,
Madam Chiang Kai-shek, the Nationalist counteroffen-
sive (like comparable movements in the fascist coun-
tries of Europe at the time) tried to return Chinese
women to the home and hearth. Madam Chiang pro-
claimed a special Good Mother’s Day and declared
that for women, “virtue was more important than
learning.” She taught that it was immoral for a wife to
criticize her hushand (an ethical precept she herself
ignored regularly).

The Nationalist campaign to restore Chinese
women to their traditional domestic roles and depend-
ence on men contrasted sharply with the communists’
extensive employment of women to advance the revo-
lutionary cause. Women served as teachers, nurses,
spies, truck drivers, and laborers on projects ranging
from growing food to building machine-gun bunkers.
Although the party prelerred to use them in these sup-
port roles, in moments of crisis women became sol-
diers on the front lines. Many won distinction for their
bravery under fire. Some rose to become cadre lead-
ers, and many were prominent in the antilandlord
campaigns and agrarian reform. Their contribution to
the victory of the revolutionary cause bore out Mao’s
early dictum that the energies and talents of women
had o be harnessed to the national cause because
“women hold up half of the heavens.”

As was the case in many other Asian and African
countries, the victory of the revolution brought women
legal equality with men—in itself a revolutionary devel-
opment in a society such as China’s. For example,
women were given the right to choose their marriage
partners without familial interference. But arranged
marriages persist today, especially in rural areas, and
the need to have party approval for all marriages is a
new form of control. Since 1949 women have also been
expected to work outside the home. Their opportuni-
ties for education and professional careers have
improved greatly. As in other socialist states, however,
openings for employment outside the home have
proved to be a burden for Chinese women. Until the
late 1970s, waditional attitudes toward n::%.mml:m
and home care prevailed. As a result, women were
required not only to hold down a regular job but also
Lo raise a family, cook meals, clean, and shop, all with-
out the benefit of the modern appliances available in
Western societies.

Although many women held cadre posts at the
middle and lower levels of the party and bureaucracy,
the upper echelons of both were overwhelmingly con-
trolled by men. The shortlived but impressive power
amassed by Jiang Qing in the early 1970s ran counter
to these overall trends, but Jiang Qing got to the top
because she was married to Mao. She exercised power
mainly in his name and was toppled soon after his
death when she tried to rule in her own right.
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BOCUMERNT

Women in the Revolutionary
Struggle

Even more than in the nationalist movements in colonized
areas such as India and Egypt, women were drawn in large num-
bers into revolutionary struggles in areas such as China and
Vietnam. The breakdown of the political and social systems
weakened the legal and family restrictions that had subordinat-
ed women and limited their career choices. The collapse of the
Confizcian order also ushered in decades of severe crisis and
brutal conflict in which women’s survival depended on their
assumption of radically new roles and their active involvement
in revolutionary activities. The following quotations are taken
from Vietnamese and Chinese revolutionary writings and inter-
views with women involved in revolutionary movements in each
country. They express the women's goals, their struggle (o be
taken seriously in the uncharacleristic political roles they had
assumed, and some of the many ways womnen found selfrespect
and redress for their grievances as a résult of the changes
wrought by the spread of the new social order.

Women must first of all be masters of themselves. They
must strive to become skilled workers . . . and, at the same
time, they must strictly observe family planning. Another
major question is the responsibility of husbands to help
their wives loak after children and other housework.

We intellectuals had had little contact with the peasants and
when we first walked through the village in our Chinese
gowns or skirts the people would just stare at us and talk
behind our backs. When the village head beat gongs to call
out the women to the meeting we were holding for them,

Mao’s Last Campaign and the Fall of
the Gang of Four

Having lost his position as head of state but still the
most powerful and popular leader in the Communist
party, Mao worked throughout the early 1960s to estab-
lish grassroots support for yet another renewal of the
revolutionary struggle, He fiercely opposed the efforts
of Deng Xiaoping and his pragmatist allies to scale
back the communes, promote peasant production on
what were in effect private plots, and push economic
growth over political orthadoxy. By late 1965, Mao was
convinced that his support among the students, peas-
ants, and military was strong enough to launch what
would turn out to be his Jast campaign, the Cultural
Revolution. With mass student demonstrations paving
the way, he launched an all-out assault on the “capitalist-
roaders” in the party.

cnly men and old women came, but no young ones. Later
we found out that the landiords and rich peasants had
spread slanders among the masses saying “They are a «
pack of wild women. Their waords are not for young brides
to hear”

Brave wives and daughters-in-law, untrammelled by the
presence of their menfolk, could voice their own bitterness
.. . encourage their poor sisters to do likewise, and thus
eventually bring to the village-wide gatherings the strength
of “half of China” as the more enlightened women, very
much in earnest, like to call themselves. By “speaking
pains to recalfl pains,” the women found that they had as
many if not more grievances than the men, and that given
a chance to speak in public, they were as good at it as
their fathers and husbhands.

In Chingtsun the work team found a woman whose hus-
band thought her ugly and wanted to divorce her. She was
very depressed until she learned that under the Draft Law
[of the Communist party] she could have her own share of
land. Then she cheered up immediately. “If he divorces me,
never mind,” she said. “I'll get my share and the childran will
get theirs. We can live a good life without him.”

Questions On the basis of these quotations, identify the
traditional roles and attitudes toward women (explored in
carlier chapters on China and Vietnam}) that women
engaged in revolutionary movements in China and Vietnam
have rejected. What do they believe is essential if women are
to gain equality with men? How do the demands of the
women supporting these revolutionary movements compare
with those of women’s rights advocates in the United States?

Waving “little red books” of Mao’s pronounce-
ments on all manner of issues, the infamous Red Guard
student brigades (Figure 34.9) publicly ridiculed and
abused Mao’s political rivals. Liu Shaoqui was killed,
Deng Xiaoping was imprisoned, and Zhou Enlai was
driven into seclusion. The aroused students and the
rank and file of the People’s Liberation Army were used
to pull down the bureaucrats from their positions of
power and privilege. College professors, plant man-
agers, and the children of the bureaucratic elite were
berated and forced to confess publicly their many
crimes against “the people.” Those who were not
imprisoned or, more rarely, killed were forced to do
manual labor on rural communes to enable them to
understand the hardships endured by China’s peas-
antry. In cities such as Shanghai, workers seized control
of the factories and local bureaucracy. As Mao had
hoped, the centralized state and technocratic elites that
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had grown steadily since the first revolution won power
in 1949 were being torn apart by the rage of the people.

However satisfying for advocates of continuing
revolution such as Mao, it was soon clear that the Cul-
tural Revolution threatened to return China to the
“¢hdos and vulnerability of the prerevolutionary era.
The rank-and-file threat to the leaders of the People’s
Liberation Army eventually proved decisive in
prompting countermeasures that forced Mao to call
off the campaign by late 1968. The heads of the armed
forces moved to bring the rank and file back into line;
the student and worker movements were disbanded
and in some cases forcibly repressed. By the early
1970s, Mao's old rivals had begun to surface again. For
the next half decade, a hard-fought struggle was
waged at the upper levels of the party and the army for
control of the government. The reconciliation
between China and the United States that was negoti-
ated in the early 1970s suggested that, at least in for-
eign policy, the pragmatists were gaining the upper
hand over the ideologues. Deng’s growing role in pol-
icy formation from 1973 onward also represented a
major setback for Jiang Qing, who led the notorious
Gang of Tour that increasingly contested power on
behalf of the aging Mao.

The death in early 1976 of Zhou Enlai, who was
second only to Mao in stature as a revolutionary hero
and who had consistenily backed the pragmatists,
appeared to be a major blow to those whom the Gang
of Four had marked out as “capitalistroaders” and
betrayers of the revolution. But Mao’s death later in
the same year cleared the way for an open clash

FIGURE 34.9 Mao Zedong and his allies
launched the Cultural Revolution during
the mid-1960s in an effort to restore the
revolutionary fervor that they felt had
been eroded by the growing bureaucrati-
zation of China. In this photo a crowd of
Mao’s zealous young supporters ratly in
Beijing. The vicious assaults on anyone
branded as elitist or pro-Western led to
torture, imprisonment, and killings on a
scale that is not yet fully understood. As
the movement degenerated into mindless
radicalism for its own sake, many of the
gains a more moderate approach had
made in the preceding decade were lost.

between the rival factions. While the Gang of Four
plotted to seize control of the government, the prag-
matists acted in alliance with some of the more influ-
ential military leaders. The Gang of Four were
arrested, and their supporters’ attempts to foment
popular insurrections were foiled easily. Later tried for
their crimes against the people, Jiang Qing and the
members of her clique were purged from the party and
imprisoned for life after their death sentences were
commuited.

Since the death of Mao, the pragmatists have been
ascendant, and leaders such as Deng Xiaoping have
opened China to Western influences and capitalist
development, if not yet democratic reform. Under
Deng and his allies, the farming communes were dis-
continued and private peasant production for the mar-
ket was encouraged. Private enterprise has also been
promoted in the industrial sector, and experiments
have been made with such capitalist institutions as a
stock exchange and foreign hotel chains.

“Although it has become fashionable to dismiss the
developpent schemes of the communist states as mis-

a in the late 20th and early 21st cen-
turies have been tmpressive. Despite severe economic
setbacks, political tutmoil, and a low level of foreign
assistance, the communists have managed a truly revo-
lutionary redistribution of the wealth of the country,
China’s very large population remains poor, but in
education, health care, housing, wotking conditions,
and the availability of food, most of it infar better off
than it was in the prerevolutionary era. The_Chinese




