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The Shift to Land Empires in Asia

#  From the mid-18th century onward, the Euro-
pean powers began to build true empires in
Asia similar to those they had established in
the Americas beginning in the 16th century.
In the first phase of the colonization process,
Europeans overseas were willing to adapt their
lifestyles to the climates and cultures of the
lands they had gone out to rule.

Although we usually use the term partition to refer
to the European division of Africa at the end of the
19th century, the Western powers had actu-
ally been carving up the globe into colonial
enclaves for centuries (Map 24.1). At first
this process was haphazard and often quite
contrary to the interests and designs of those
in charge of European enterprises overseas.
For example, the directors who ran the Dutch and
English East India companies (which were granted
moncpolies of the trade between their respective
countries and the East in the [7th and 18th cen-
turies) had little interest in territorial acquisitions. In
fact, they were actively opposed to involvement in the
political rivalries of the Asian princes. Wars were
expensive, and direct maﬂm_imc.mzo.ﬁ of African or
Asian possessions was even more so. Both cut deeply
into the profits gained through participation in the
Asian wading system, and profits—not empires—
were the chief concern of the Dutch and English
directors.

Whaltever policies company directors may have
instructed their agents in Africa and Asia to follow,
these “men-on-the-spot” were often drawn into local
power struggles. And before the Industrial Revolu-
tion produced the welegraph and other methods of
rapid communication, company directors and Euro-
pean prime ministers had very little control over
those who actually ran their trading empires. In the
18th century, a letter took months to reach Calcuua
fromn London; the reply took many months more.
Thus, commanders in the field had a great deal of
leeway. They could conquer whole provinces or king-
doms before home officials even learned that their
armies were on the move.

Colonizatio
in Aftica

m@w@w@@ﬁm“ The Dutch Advance
on Java

One of the earliest empires to be built in this fashion
was that pieced together in the late 17th and 18th cen-
turies by the Dutch in Java (Map 24.2). Java was then
.and is now the most populous of the hundreds of
islands that make up the country of Indonesia. In the
early years after the Dutch established their Asian
headquarters at Batavia on the northwest coast of the
island in 1619, it was a struggle just to survive. The
Dutch were content to become the vassals of and pay
tribute to the sultans of Mataram, who ruled most of
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Java. In the decades that followed, the Dutch concen-
trated on gaining monopoly control over the spices
produced on the smaller islands of the Indonesian
archipelago to the east. But in the 1670s, the Dutch
repeatedly intervened in the wars between rival
claimants to the throne of Mataram, and they backed
the side that eventually won. As the price for their assis-
tance, the Dutch demanded that the territories around
Batavia be turned over to them to administer.

This episode was the first of a long series of Dutch
interventions in the wars of succession between the
princes of Mataram. Dutch armies were made up main-
ly of troops recruited from the island peoples of the
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AP 24.2 The Stages of Dutch Expansion in Java

eastern Indonesian archipelago, led by Dutch com-
manders. Their superior organization and discipline,
even more than their firearms, made the Dutch
potent ally of whichever prince won them to his side.
But the price the Javanese rulers paid was very high.
Each succession dispute and Durch intervention led to
more and more land being ceded to the increasingly
land-hungry Ewropeans. By the mid-18th century, the
sultans of Mataram controlled only the south central
portions of Java (Map 24.2). A failed attempt by Sulian
Mangkubumi to restore Mataram's control over the
Dutch in the 1750s ended with a Dutch-dictated divi-
sion of the kingdom that signified Dutch control of the
entire island. Java had been transformed into the core
of an Asian empire that would last for 200 years.



Early Colonial Society in India

and Java

Although they slowly emerged as the political mas-
ters of Java and India, the Dutch and the British were
atfirst content to leave the social systems of the peo-
ples they ruled prerty much as they had found them.
The smalt numbers of European traders and company
officials who lived in the colonies for any length of
time simply formed 2 new class atop the social hier-
archies that already existed in Java and different parts
of India. Beneath vhem, the aristocratic classes and
often the old ruling familics were preserved. They
were left in charge of the day-to-day administradon
atall but the very highest levels. At the highest fev-
els, the local rulers were paired with an agent of the
impertal power (Figure 24.2).

To survive in the hot tropical environments of
santh and southeast Asia, the Dutch and English
were forced to adapt to the ancient and sophisticated
host cultures of their Asian colonies. Afrer establish-
ing themselves at Batavia, for example, the Dutch ini-
tally tried to create a fittle Holland in Java. They built
high, close-packed houses overlooking canals, just
like those they had left behind in Amsterdam and
Rotterdam. But they soon discovered that the canals .
were splendid breeding grounds for insects and -

* microbes that {though the Europeans did not make
the connection until somewhat later) carried debili-
uting or lethai diseases such as malaria, dysentery,
and typhoid. By the late 17th century, the prosper-
ous merchants and officials of Batavia had begun o
move away from the unhealthy center of the city to

Figure 24.2  The close afliances that the European

colonizers offen struck with the “native” princes of

conquered areas are graphically illustrated by this

photo of the Susuhunan of Surakarta, a kingdom in m.ﬂ
central Java, standing arm-in-arm with a high Dutch AN
official. At the upper levels of the administration, Dutch
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villas in the suburbs. Their large dwellings were ser in
gurdens and separated by rice paddies and palm
groves. The rall houses of the inner city gave way in
the countryside to low, sprawling dwellings with
many open spaces to catch the wropical breezes. Each
was ringed with long porches with overhanging roofs
to block the heat and glare of the sun. Similar
dwellings, from which we get our term bungalow,
ame into fashion in India in the 18th cenmury.
Europeans living in the tropical colonies also
adopted, 1o varying degrees, the dress, the cating and
work habits, and even the political symbols and styles
of the Asian peopies they ruled. Some Englishmen
refused to give up their tight-fitting woolen clothing,
at least in public. But many (one suspects most of
those who survived) took to wearing looser-fitting
cotton clothing. Dutch gentlemen even donped the
long skirt-like sarongs of the Javanese aristocrats (Fig-
ure 24.2). British and Dutch officials learned to
appreciate the splendid cuisines of India and Java—a
taste that the Dutch would never lose and the British
would revive at home in the postindependence era.
- S Englishmen smoked
Indian hookahs, or water pipes. and delighted in per-
formances of Indian “dancing girls.” Adjusting to the

leaders were paired with Javanese rulers and
arisfocrafs. The Duich official always had the lost say in
joint decisions. But his Javanese “pariner” was closely
finked to subordinate administrators and often had a
good deal more to say about how effectively the
decision was carried out.

heat of the colonies, both the Dutch and the English
worked hard in the cool of the morning, took a long
lunch break (often with a siesta), and then returned to
the office for the late afternoon and early evening.
Because the Europeans who went to Asia ymtil the
mid-19th century were overwhelmingly male, Dutch
and British traders and soldiers commonly had liaisons
with Asian women. In some cases these involved litte
more than visits to the local brothel. But very often
European men lived with Asian women, and sometimes
they married them. Before the end of the 18th century,
mixed marriages on the part of prominent traders or
officers were widely accepted, particularly in Java.
Examples of racial discrimination against the subjeet
peoples on the basis of their physical appearance can
certainly be found during the early decades of Furo-
Pean overseas empire. But the frequency of liaisuns
that cut across racial boundaries suggests a social fluid-
ity and a degreerof interracial interaction that would be
unthinkable by the last half of the 19th century, when
the social distance between colonizers and colonized
was consciously marked in a variety of ways.
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the north island. By the 1840s, only 80,000 to 90,000
Maori remained of a population that had been as high
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Pacific Tragedies

The tetritories the Europeans, Americans, and Japan-

em—

nowever, the coming of colonial rule resulted in demo-
graphic disasters and social disruptions of a magnitude
that had not been seen since the first century of Euro-
pean expansion into the Americas. Like the Native
American peoples of the New World, the peoples of the
South Pacific had long lived in isolation. This meant
that, like the Native Americans, they had no immunitieg
to many of the diseases European explorers and later
merchants, missionavies, and settlers carried to their
island hornes from the 176(s onward. In addition, their
cultures were extremely valnerable to the corrosive
effects of outside influences, such as new religions, dif.
ferent sexual mores, more lethal weapons, and sudden
influxes of cheap consurmer goods. Thus, whatever the
intentions of the incoming Europeans and Amer-
cans—and they were by no means always benevolent—
their contacts with the peoples of the Pacific islands
almost invariably ushered in periods of social disinte-
gration and widespread human suffering.

Of the many cases of contact between the expansive
peoples of the West and the long-isolated island cultures
of the South Pacific, the confrontations in New Zealand
and Hawaii are among the most informative. Sophist-
cated cultures and fairly complex societies had devel-

ped in each of these areas. In addition, at the time of |

e European explorers’ arrivals, the two island groups
contained some of the largest population concentra-
tions in the whole Pacific region. Both areas were sub-
jected to European influences carried by a variety of
agents, from whalers and merchants to missionaries and
colonial administrators. With the great expansion of
European settlement after the first decades of contact,
the peoples of New Zealand and Hawail experienced a
period of crisis so severe that their continued survival
was in doubt. In both cases, however, the threatened
peoples and cultures rebounded and found enduring
solutons to the challenges from overseas. Their solu-
tions combined accornmodation to outside influences,
usually represented by the Jarge numbers of European
settlers living in their midst, with revivals of traditional
beliefs and practices.

New Zeafland The Maori of New Zealand actually
went through two periods of profound disruption and
danger. The first began in the 1790s, when timber mer-
chants and whalers established small settlements on the
New Zealand coast. Maori living near these settlements

.~ were afflicted with alcoholism and the spread of prost-

ation. In addition, they traded wood and food for Euro-
~ean firearms, which soon revolutionized Maori
~arfare—in part by rendering it much more deadly—
and upset the existing balance between different tribal
groups. Even more devastating was the impact of dis-
eases, such as smallpox, tuberculosis, and even the com-
mon cold, that ravaged Maori communities throughout

European traders. They cut timber, built windmills, and
traded extensively with the merchants who visited their
shores. Many were converted to Christianity by the mis-
sionaries, who established their first station in 1814.
The arrival of British farmers and herders in
search of land in the early 1850s, and the British deci-
sion 1o claim the islands as part of their global empire,
again plunged the Maori into misery and despair.
Backed by the military clout of the colonial govern-
ment, the settlers occupied some of the most fertile
areas of the north island. The warlike Maori fought
back, sometimes with temporary successes, but they
were steadily driven back into the interior of the
island. In desperation, in the 1860s and 1870s they
flocked to religious prophets who promised them mag-
ical charms and supernatural assistance in their efforts
to drive out the invaders. When the prophets also
failed them, the Maori seemed for a time to face
extinction. In fact, some British writers predicted that
within generations the Maori would die cut entirely.
The Maori displayed surprising resilience. As they
built up immunities 1o new diseases, they also learned
to use European laws and political institudons to
defend themselves and preserve what was left of their
ancestral lands. Because the British had in effect
mmed the internal administration of the islands over
to the settlers’ representatives, the Maori’s main strug-
gle was with the invaders who had come to stay. West-
ern schooling and a growing ability to win British
colonial officials over to their point of view eventually
enabled the Maori to hold their own in their ongoing
legal contests and daily exchanges with the settlers.
Though New Zealand was included in the White
Dominions of the British Empire, it was in fact 2 mul-
tiracial society in which a reasonable level of European
and Maori accommeodation and interaction has been
achieved. Over time the Maori have also been able to
preserve much of value in their precontact culture.

Hawaif The conversion of Hawaii to settler colony sta-

tus followed familiar basic imperialist patterns but with

specific twists. Hawaii did not become a colony until the
United States proclaimed annexation in 1898, although
an overzealous British official had briefly claimed the
islands for his nation in 1843. Hawaii came under
increasing Western influence from the late 18th century
onward—politically at the hands of the British, and cul-
turally and economically from the United States, whose
westward surge quickly spilled into the Pacific Ocean. |
Alihough very occasional contact with Spanish ships
during the 16th and 17th centuries probably occurred,
Hawaii was effectively opened to the West through the
voyages of Captain James Cook from 1777 to 1779 (Fig-
ure 24.7). Cook was first welcomed as a god, partly




because he had the good hack to Jand during a sacred
period when war was forbidden. A later and less well-
timed visit brought Cook’s death as Hawaitan warriors
tried to take over his ship for its metal nails. These hum-
ble objects were much prized by a people whose elabo-
rate culture rested on a Neolithic technology and thus
was without iron or steel. The Cook expedition and later
British visits convinced a young Hawaiian prince, Kame-
hameha, that some imitation of Western ways could pro-
duce a unified kingdom under his leadership, replacing
the small and warring regional units that had previously
prevailed. A series of vigorous wars, backed by British
weapons and advisors, won Kamehameha his kingdom
between 1784 and 1810. The new king and his succes-
sors promoted economic change, encouraging Western
merchants to establish export trade in Hawaiian goods
in return for increasing revenues to the royal treasury.
Hawaiian royalty began to imitate Western habits,
in some cases traveling to Britain and often building
Western-style palaces. Two powerful queens advanced
the process of change by insisting that traditional taboos
subordinating women be abandoned. In this context,
vigorous missionary efforts from Protestant New Eng-
land, beginning in 1819, brought extensive conversions
to Christianity. As with other conversion processes, refi-
gious change had wide implications. Missionaries railed
against traditional Hawaiian costumes, insisting that

women cover their breasts, and a new garment, the
muumuy, was made from homespun American night-
gowns with the sieeves cut off. Backed by the Hawaiian
monarchy, missionaries quickly established an extensive
school system, which by 1831 served 50,000 students
from a culture that had not previously developed writing.

The combination of Hawaiian interest and Western
intrusion produced creative political and cultural

changes, though at the expense of previous values. ;

Demographic and economic trends had more insidious
effects. Western-imported diseases, particularly sexually
transmiteed diseases and tuberculosis, had the usual trag-
ic consequences for a previously isolated people. By 1850
only about 80,000 Hawaiians remained of a prior popu-
lation of about half a million. Because of the Hawaiian
populadon decline, it was necessary to import Asian
workers to staff the estates. The first Chinese contmact
workers had been brought in before 1800; after 1868, a
larger current of Japanese arrived. Westerners began to
more systematically exploit the Hawaiian economy.
Whalers helped create raucous seaport towns. Western
setilers from various countries (called haoles by the
Hawaiians) experimented with potential commercial
Crops, soon concentrating on sugar. Many missionary
families, impatient with the subsistence habits of Hawai-
ian commoners, turned to leasing land or buying it out-
right. Most settlers did not entirely forget their religious
motives for migrating to the islands, but many families
who came to Hawaii to do good ended by doing well.
Literal imperialism came as an anticlimax. The
abilities of Hawaiian monarchs declined after 1872, in

one case because of disease and alcoholism. |,
Under a weakened state, powerful planter
interests pressed for special treaties with the
United States that would promote their sugar i
lafomof  exports, and the American governmen:-..
mwﬂm.zom: claimed naval rights at the Pearl Harbor ba{™
mperialist by 1887. As the last Hawaiian monarchs
League turned increasingly to prometing culture,
writing a number of lasting Hawaiian songs but also
spending money on luxurious living, American
planters concluded that their economic interests
required outright United States control. An annexation
committee persuaded American naval officers to “pro-
tect American lives and property” by posting troops
around Honolulu in 1893. The Hawaiian ruler was
deposed, and an imperialistminded U.S. Congress for-
mally took over the islands in 1898.

As in New Zealand, Western control was combined
with respect for Polynesian culture. Because Hawaiians
were not enslaved and soon ceased to threaten those
present, Americans in Hawaii did not apply the same
degree of racism found in earlier relations with African ]
slaves or Native Americans. Hawaii’s status as a settler
colony was further complicated by the arrival of many
Asian immigrants. Nevertheless, Western cultural and

particularly economic influence extended steadily, apd.
the ultimate political seizure merely ratified the colo-
nization of the islands.



